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Thanks to Martin Bott for the photos on the front cover and this page which were taken
by his father, Harry Bott, husband of Audrey, in the 1980s.
Front cover - Croft Fun Day, June 1989
This page - Yarpole Pancake Race, February 1980
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FROM THE EDITOR’S CHAIR

The newsletter team is very grateful to the Parish Council for the generous financial
assistance for The Parishioner which was agreed at their last meeting. We still rely on
advertising income and donations to meet all our costs and are also grateful for the
continuing support of our readers.

We were delighted to receive the photos on the front cover and previous page from
Martin and Helen Bott, Audrey’s son and daughter-in-law. They have also passed on five
commemorative millennium mugs that were in Audrey’s possession. These were made by
local potter, Katie Eastaugh, for distribution to all the children in the parish. They are
decorated with images of the bell tower, trees and the names of villages in the parish. If
anyone has broken their mug and would like a replacement, or would just particularly like
to own a beautiful piece of parish history, please get in touch with the newsletter at the
email address below. There are photos of the five mugs on page 39.

There are also more photos taken by Harry Bott in the 1980s depicting the pancake race,
fun day, and various scenes around Yarpole. These will be uploaded to the Yarpole
website www.yarpole.org so do look out for them there. Those of individual houses |
have been passing on to the present-day owners. | should point out that as the photos
are old, the colours are quite subdued; those printed in the newsletter have been digitally
enhanced to sharpen the images and bring out the colour.

Hetty

To send in articles and news items, please email us at:
newsletter@yarpole.org
Or leave in the box at the shop

The deadline for all submissions is
THE 12th OF THE PREVIOUS MONTH

There is no newsletter in January or August

ADVERTISEMENTS

To place a commercial advert in The Parishioner, please email
newsletter@yarpole.org and we'll send you more information

Prices start at £5 for a Vs page ad

We also print small ads for parishioners for which we suggest that a
small donation is left in the yellow collection box in the shop.

STOP PRESS

Julie Archer has taken over administration of the community Whatsapp group. There is
also a new parallel group, Yarpole Give and Take, for advertising unwanted items. All
existing members should have been sent an invitation to join this group, but if you have
not, please contact Julie on 07769 970385. Many thanks to Katie for setting up the
original group and for all her hard work over the last few years.
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Audio version of The Parishioner
The Parishioner is also available by email in audio files for parish residents with sight
problems. If you’d like to receive it in this format, or know someone who would, please
let us know at newsletter@yarpole.org.

Stay in touch: Yarpole WhatsApp Group
@ Share local information & news, relevant to our community, via the @
ey Yarpole WhatsApp group. Use the sister group “Yarpole Give and  EI¥HH
Take’ for advertising unwanted items.
To join either group, send a message with your mobile number to:
Julie Archer 07769 970385.

Calling Facebook Users
To get Yarpole news on Facebook, search for ‘Yarpole Community’.
See what’s on! See what matters in Yarpole! Contribute to the page.
Like us and become a friend.

Yarpole Welcome Packs
If you are aware of new residents who have moved to the parish, or if you have recently
moved yourself and haven't received one, please get in touch with Sue Langley:
susanmarylangley@gmail.com.

Don't miss out on what's happening!
To be added to the events mailing list, email events@yarpole.org.

Nge&
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THE BELL

AT YARPOLE

Your Friendl; Village Pub

GOOD FOOD 0 REAL ALES . GREAT COMPANY

A warm welcome awaits at The Bell at Yarpole

In the heart of Herefordshire, a place to enjoy
good food, great company and a relaxing drink.

© O O

FRESHLY PREPARED FOOD LOCAL ALES, A COSY ATMOSPHERE
Made with the best i I-rg[:r:ui(sf::::i] = With a roaring fire

of Herefordshire produce and welcoming spaces

to suit every taste

— — We look forward to welcomingyou. —

':;';:c?;‘rl:jjl‘“télrpom ‘ & 01568 601110 ‘ @ www.thebellatyarpote.co.uk
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WHAT’S ON WHAT’S ON

Police Community Support Officer meetings @

Our local (Leominster) PCSO, Steph Harper, aims to visit the Gallery Café
every five weeks on a Friday at 11.00. Her next visit, all being well, will be on 13
November. Join her in the café for coffee and chat.

Pete Lloyd
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COMMUNAL CRAFTERS

Next meeting:
Monday 16 November 1.30 - 3.30 pm
Making gift bags
At Yarpole Parish Hall, Green Lane, HR6 OBL
Cost: £3 towards the hire of the hall
We are a friendly group of crafters of all abilities who meet once a
month to craft together and learn new skills

NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME!
Please contact Sue Beagley on 07816 060746
or email suebeagley@aol.com for information
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Come and

i Be Still i
Some music, a reading, a prayer and time for your own quiet reflection.
Monthly, on the first Wednesday, 5.30 - 6 pm.

St. Leonard’s Church, Yarpole.

All are welcome

Village Quiz
Wednesday 11 November
7.00pm, Parish Hall

Hopefully this will become a monthly event.
There will be no bar, so feel free to bring your own drinks and nibbles.
Entry cost: £2.50 per person with any proceeds going to Blind Veterans UK.
Please contact Lesley Bradford on 07950 725882 to book a place.
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WHAT’S ON WHAT’S ON

Walking Group

Birchpoles
Love To Sing Choir

We meet regularly on the 2nd Friday
and 4th Sunday of every month,
normally at 10:30 by the church.

Come and be part of November walks: Friday 13, Sunday 22

something amazing!

All are welcome to join our walks but

please phone to check details, if you

are not on the email list.

Contact: Viv 01568 782271 or
£5/ session Contact details seiftonbatch@gmail.com

07915886265 or fb page

New Pilates class
There are now two classes each week
at the parish hall
Tuesdays at 1pm and Thursdays at 10.45am
Both classes cost £8 per session and are still ‘pay as you go’
So now you have the flexibility of 2 sessions to choose from
Or alternatively you can come to both!

Jane Lawrence

Tabletop Sale An Act of Remembrance

At the Parish Hall, 14 November, Lucton Memorial [&#
10.00am — 1.00pm.

To book a table at £10.00,

please contact Anna on

Sunday 8 November at
10.55 am

] All Welcome
robanna.morley@btinternet.com
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WHAT’S ON WHAT’S ON

Kay Hutchinson, Tom Hutchinson, Esme Hutchinson, Jack Hutchinson, Hetty Hutchin- ﬁ
son

Addicted to Sheep

"Addicted to Sheep” is a documentary film that follows the Hutchinson family,
tenant hill farmers in the North Pennines, as they navigate the challenges and re-
wards of breeding Swaledale sheep, offering an intimate look at their lives and the
harsh realities of farming.

Yarpole Parish Saturday Tickets
Standard: £5.00
I-IIIIIQE(I)IBL 3 3!] pﬁovember Underi8s: £4.00

Enquiries: 07788 547255 or 01568 701996 -

This is a Flicks And Food event. Food at 6.30. Film at 730. Food & F L |c Ks
£10. Film £5. Food must be booked in advance: ring 07788 -

547255 or 01568 701996. Film only does not require booking. - IN THE

ary = STICKS

ative B Y

Information and Tickets at www.artsalive.co.uk
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WHAT’S ON WHAT’S ON
Arts Society Lectures

Illustrated lectures on arts-related topics at Ludlow Assembly Rooms
Next meeting on Wed 18 November 2026, 2.00-2.30 pm -
The Bayeux Tapestry (on show at the British Museum, Sep 26-July 27)
Imogen Corrigan
Visitors welcome, £8.00 on the door. Membership £45.

More information: https://www.theartssocietytemevalley.org.uk
For help with transport contact Membership Secretary Jeff Walker on 01694 781489

| €] -~
;U Bepatr Coté
b K .
Bin it? No way!
First Saturday of the month 10.00 - 12.00 (last repairs).

Next session: 7 November in the Community Centre, School Rd, Leominster HR6 8NJ.
Online bookings open two weeks before: https://leominsterepaircafe.org.uk
Refreshments available.

Mechanical, household, electrical, toys, furniture, sewing repairs & tool sharpening.
For more information email: repaircafeleominster@googlegroups.com

Kington Choral Society with the Marches Camerata

Handel's Joshua
Friday 20 November, 7.30 pm at Presteigne St Andrew's church.
Tickets £18 (<18s free) from: kingtonchoral.org.uk; trybooking.com;
Salty Dog (Presteigne); Border Bean (Kington); and Tower House
Gallery (Knighton). Information on FB and kingtonchoral.org.uk

Orleton Village Stars & Angels Festival e,

Saturday 5 December 11am - 4pm
This year’s theme is Christmas carols

Join us to celebrate creative displays from organisations and individuals in Orleton
¢ Visit St George’s Church
View the beautiful decorations and the Lego Village
Enjoy refreshments - mulled wine, hot chocolate, baked potatoes, pizza, mince pies
Visit Santa in his grotto
Take part in a craft activity or two
FREE ENTRY - DONATIONS WELCOME

* & o o
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EVENTS DIARY FOR NOVEMBER

Events this month

Date Venue Event Time

Tues 3 | Parish Hall Parish Council meeting 7.00-9.00 pm

Wed 4 |St. Leonard’s | Be Still 5.30-6.00 pm

Sun 8 Lucton Remembrance at the Memorial 10.55 am

Tues 10 |Gallery Café |Tasty Tuesday 1.00 pm

Wed 11 | Parish Hall Village quiz 7.00 pm

Fri 13 Various Walking Group 10.30 am

Fri 13 Gallery Café | Police Community Support Officer meeting | 11.00 am

Sat 14 | Parish Hall Tabletop sale 10.00am - 1.00pm

Sat 14 | Parish Hall Private event 6.00 pm

Mon 16 | Parish Hall Communal Crafters 1.30-3.30 pm

Sat 21 | Parish Hall Flicks & Food - Addicted to Sheep 6.30/7.30 pm

Sun 22 | Various Walking Group 10.30 am

Fri 27 Parish Hall 4Cs 11.00 - 12 noon
Regular Weekly Activities

Date Venue Event Time

Mondays Parish Hall Zumba 6.00-7.00 pm

Tuesdays Parish Hall Move it or Lose it! 11.00- 12 noon

Tuesdays Parish Hall Pilates 1.00-2.00 pm

Wednesdays |Parish Hall [ T’ai Chi 10.00-11.30am

Wednesdays | Parish Hall Art Group 2.00-4.30 pm

Wednesdays |St. Leonard’s | Birchpole Singers 7.15-9.15 pm

Thursdays Parish Hall Pilates 10.45-11.45am

Fridays Parish Hall Bowls 7.30-9.30 pm

See ‘What’s on’ pages for more details of events

Check www.yarpole.org for up to date information and any changes
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LOCAL NEWS AND NOTICES
A little plea from the PCC

What a season we have had, and | know that the churchyard and burial ground have
maybe not looked their best, but whose garden has in the excessive heat that we had to
cope with?

For the last two seasons, we have paid for maintenance of the churchyard in addition to
the maintenance of the burial ground. This in no way lessens the valuable contribution
made by volunteers. Weather permitting, they will have had their big push to get the
churchyard in prime condition for the winter months ahead. And not forgetting the Adopt
a Grave initiative, the burial ground really does benefit from the work done and again we
have volunteers to thank for this. Thank you, thank you.

So here is the little plea.... Could you, would you, make a donation specifically to help us
meet these additional maintenance costs?

The PCC will allocate all donations on the contactless device in the church during the
month of November to the churchyard maintenance, along with any cash donations in the
left-hand side of the wall box at the bottom of the stairs. If you would like to make a
donation directly into our bank account, the details are CAF Bank. A/C number 00013394,
Sort code 40-52-40, using reference CM. Cheques should be made payable to Croft with
Yarpole and Lucton PCC and can be left in the letterbox to the right of the vestry door.

Thank you
/ St. Leonard’s Church and Community Hub

Our church and community hub is a superb venue for your next celebration or
special event — whether it be for an exhibition, an illustrated talk, a musical soirée, a
family gathering, a special anniversary or a public event.

With flexible space, outstanding acoustics, an atmospheric setting and superb
support from a team of volunteers, it is a unique location for you.

\ For booking enquiries email us at : yarpolechurchbookings@gmail.com /

Christmas Advent Windows

Would you like to decorate an advent window for Christmas? 2026 will be

our 6th year doing this where 24 households make a Christmas-themed

window display, one for each day of advent. We would like to encourage

new villagers to take part this year as well as regulars. Windows should be able to be
seen from a footpath. Please get in touch with me if you would like to join in. The
more volunteers, the less arm-twisting | need to do.

To participate this year, please contact Lesley Bradford on 07950 725882
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LOCAL NEWS AND NOTICES

Concert by the Love to Sing Choir (including the Birchpoles)

The concert by the above on 27 September was joyful, to say the very least! For the
Birchpoles, their new leader has a wonderful informal approach and is a breath of fresh
air and has combined them with her Love to Sing Choir seamlessly. We, the audience,
were even invited to chat to them during the interval! None of this deterred from the
hard work and dedication that was so very obvious and for those of you who missed it, |
would look out for what | hope will be the next one because you missed a real treat!
In appreciation of a very enjoyable afternoon.

Jennie Martin
NB There is a photo of the concert on page 40 - Ed

Community Crafters Charity Project

This year, the Community Crafters’ charity has
been SANDS, the Stillbirth and Neonatal
Death Society. We have been knitting and
crocheting blankets for their memory boxes.

These boxes are given by hospitals to
bereaved parents to help them create a
lasting connection to their baby. The blanket
is an important part of the box, and parents
report finding it very comforting to have a
home-made blanket to wrap their baby in
during their brief time together, and to have a
precious keepsake for the future.

18 blankets have just been sent off to SANDS.

Sue Beagley

\. The Cart Shed Charity works with adults and children

9 ’ experiencing mental health difficulties. Based in a woodland on
a farm at Norton Canon, we use the principles of Occupational

Therapy [finding meaning and purpose] alongside activities such
The Cart S\hed as green woodworking and coppice craft, horticulture and
Trandfarming Lives creative crafts to transform lives.

We are currently recruiting volunteer minibus drivers. For more information please
contact Richard at info@thecartshed.co.uk or give us a call on 01544 318231. More
information is available at www.thecartshed.co.uk. We would love to hear from you.
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Q\\ Private Tutoring

Biology, Combined
Science and English

ORCHARDS

OF THE WORLD

GCSE, A-Level &
Undergraduate

Mr. Useful — DIY & Gardening

Army Veteran who is honest,
hardworking, reliable and affordable.

Lecturer with 30 years experience
Enhanced DBS certification
One-to-one tuition in the student’s
own home
Online sessions if preferred

Very happy to help with any small jobs
inside and out including putting up
pictures, shelving, curtains, redecorating,

hedge cutting, garden furniture Free initial assessment
restoration, fencing/compost areas and
mowing lawns. Contact: Angela Lloyd

Phone: 07960 600235
Please contact Simon on 07846 259549

for more information Email:
or email simonpdonegan@gmail.com angela@orchardsoftheworld.co.uk

Maygilothling
SEPTIC TANK DUE?
plrnkeiny

(¥f Sewage Collection (v/Engineer Services

- (¥f Jetting Services  (v/ Drainage Surveys

A Oliver Window Cleanlng Services *****

WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES

Y =—
e ==

: : RATED BY HOUSEHOLDS ACROSS THE
Services Offered: WEST MIDLANDS & WALES
Exterior & Interior Windows “Excellent service from start to finish.”
Gutters & Conservatories ) =Mebavies |

UPVC Fascias

Call or Email for a Free Quote
07594 674774

aoliverwindowcleaner@gmail.com

Covering Shropshire « Herefordshire « Worcestershire



mailto:simonpdonegan@gmail.com
mailto:angela@orchardsoftheworld.co.uk

‘+  C.P. AERIALS .~
" Cliff Price T

-

TV Aerials, Satellites and Digital Installed
TV and Cameras Installed
FreeView and FreeSat Installed
Sky HD Systems & DAB Aerials
Multiroom Systems
Free Quotations

Tel: 01544 388647
o) Mob: 07971 534080

Freesat cpaerials@btinternet.com Freeview

Locally sourced
from managed
woodland — legal
and sustainable.

Local, dependable and a consistent supplier of
seasoned/kiln-dried hard and soft wood firewood.

Cut and split to suit your requirements. Delivered in 1.2 cubic
metre bags: no need to restack after delivery.
Small delivery vehicle fitted with a crane meaning we can deliver
to most locations.

Call David to discuss your requirements
07866 441154
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A YARPOLE COMMUNITY SHOP A

YARPOLE November 2026 YARPOLE
COMMUNITY COMMUNITY
SHOP SHOP

A very nice afternoon was spent ....

Back in September we organised a very pleasant afternoon in the church for our
wonderful volunteers.

It was very well attended and served as part social (tea and scones involved) as well as a
training & information sharing afternoon on a wide range of subjects from alcohol to fire
(a combination usually not recommended) to help keep all of us up to date.

Just a reminder that we do take support for our volunteers seriously at the same time as
enjoying the (very important) social nature of the roles.

A timely festive reminder

Well, it isn’t so far away now, so something to cut out and stick on the fridge:
Posting deadlines

General International Guidelines for Christmas 2026:

Late November / Early December: Start posting to distant non-European regions (such as
Australia, New Zealand, Africa, and parts of Asia/South America).

Mid-December (Dec 9—Dec 16): Standard deadlines for the USA, Canada, and much of
Europe.

British Forces Post Office (BFPO): The last recommended posting date for overseas
service personnel and families is 30 October 2026

General UK Domestic Deadlines (For Reference):
2nd Class / 2nd Class Signed For: Friday 18 December 2026

Royal Mail Tracked 48: Saturday 19 December 2026

1st Class / 1st Class Signed For: Monday 21 December 2026
Royal Mail Tracked 24: Monday 21 December 2026

Special Delivery Guaranteed: Wednesday 23 December 2026

Jon & Rowena

SHOP AND POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS

Shop Post Office
Monday - Friday 9.00am - 5.00 pm 9.00am - 12 noon
Saturday 9.00am - 1.00 pm 9.00am - 12 noon
Sunday/Bank Holidays closed except for pre-ordered newspapers

Tel: 01568 780148 Email: yarpoleshop@mail.com
Website: www.yarpole.com
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GALLERY CAFE

November 2026

Tasty Tuesday will be on TUESDAY 10 NOVEMBER at 1.00pm

Look out for the menu — something warming!
Please book by 3.00pm on Friday 6 November

Please inform us of any allergies; we are happy to cater for individual needs where
possible.

To book please email: gallerycafeyarpole@outlook.com, call the café during opening
hours on 01568 780594 or drop in to see us in person. Booking sheet will be on the tall
cupboard.

November at the Café

We are well into Autumn and it is a great time to join us for a hot drink or lunch - there is
plenty to enjoy and all home-made and delicious

Please check yarpole.org, Facebook and posters for updated opening information

Meet friends, old and new, and enjoy our excellent cakes, scones and lunches — and the
famous Saturday bacon rolls!

The Gallery Café supports the work of St. Leonard’s Management in caring for the church
and keeping it open

Thank you to all our fantastic volunteers

Please get in touch if you are interested in joining our team
gallerycafeyarpole@outlook.com

Thank you to all the people who support the Café

Gallery Café Opening Hours
Monday — Wednesday 10.30 - 12.30 for drinks & cakes
Thursday — Friday 10.30 - 3.00, serving lunch 12 - 2.00pm
Saturday 10.30 - 12.30 for brunch
For enquiries/bookings, drop in to see us in person or
email gallerycafeyarpole@outlook.com, or phone 01568 780594 (opening hours only)
Check www.yarpole.org or https://www.facebook.com/GalleryCafeYarpole/
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ANFRC

LEADING ROOFING EXCELLENCE

ROOFING

* CONTRACTORS LIMITED

TRUSTMARK

Government Endorsed Quality

LEADWORK

ROOF REPAIRS I NEW RoOFS
& FLASHINGS

& MAINTENANCE & RE-ROOFS ’ FLEDROOTNG ‘

q’o 45+ YEARS EXPERIENCE ¢ FULLY INSURED ')’c

01432 830586 | 07977 922442

roofing-contractor.co.uk

—— BASED IN HEREFORDSHIRE COVERING THE COUNTY & SURROUNDING AREAS

Caring for and supporting

Kemble people in the comfort of

their own home since 1
atHome 993

Kemble at Home is a multiple award-winning, local, family
company. We have been providing OUTSTANDING visiting and
live-in care for people in Herefordshire and Shropshire for
over 30 years. If you would like more information about how
we can support you, please contact us.

www.kembleathome.co.uk
01432 352 443 | enquiries@kembleathome.co.uk

Sigeric Business Park | Holme Lacy Road | Hereford HR2 6BQ
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St.Ieonard’s
MANAGEMENT

PRESERVING OUR PAST, BUILDING OQUR FUTURE
CHARITY NUMBER 1196963

Last month we reported on the receipt of a grant from the Benefact Trust, towards the
extension of the gallery café kitchen. This month we have been fortunate enough to
receive a very generous grant from the National Lottery, meaning that it is realistic to
start planning for the development in earnest. Again, huge thanks to Gordon Ewing and
Helen Norris in making these grant applications. No work will be able to start until all
permissions are granted, and so it will be a little while until the changes take place.

The café is still going well — although it is always in need of volunteers and has not been
able to serve Thursday lunches for much of this year. If anyone is available to help out,
please let us know.

The floor in the shop has been repaired, and using the same technique, we hope to be
able to mend the holes in the floor around the church. This work will take place gradually
over the coming weeks and months and we hope to be able to minimise disruption as we
do so.

We are still in the market for having a list of people who are able to carry out day to day
maintenance tasks; please let one of the trustees know if you are available to work either
employed or as a volunteer. Similarly, we are keen to increase the number of trustees for
the charity; please contact one of the trustees to find out more.

The bollard lights leading up to the church are becoming increasingly unreliable — so we
are looking to replace these over the coming weeks.
William Talbot Ponsonby - Trustee

A little glimpse of the Tyrol in
Yarpole from the 1970s!

See page 38 for further
elucidation!
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Norris

cMiles

SOLICITORS

01584 810575

6 Market Square
Tenbury Wells
WR15 8BW

www.norrisandmiles.co.uk
post@norrismiles.co.uk

Local Legal Advice

Wills and Powers of Attorney
Property sale and purchase

Administration of Estates and Tax
Planning

Business and farm sales, purchase and
Tenancies

Grant and Review of Easements and
Covenants

Divorce, separation, finance and
children

Prenups and Cohabitation Agreements

Hereford
01432344779
hereford@jacksonproperty.uk

Leominster

01568 610600 Local People
Expert Knowledge EEITRE
National Marketing INSTANT VALUATION HERE

leominster@jacksonproperty.uk




TG ELECTRICAL

SAFE | RELIABLE | LOCAL

Domestic electrical services,
NICEIC registered.

@ EVchargers

@ Consumer unit upgrades
@ Lighting upgrades

@ Rewires

@ Extensions and alterations

O 07585519305

www.tgelectrical.co.uk

There's No Place Like Home

Private Carer and Personal Assistant

If you want full control over the care
and support that you or a loved one
receives, then the best way of doing
this is to hire your own private carer.
Fully qualified foot health
practitioner.

Contact me today to discuss all your
requirements.

Ring Nina 07375 520 646

A U XWINDOWS

Mike Thompson
with over 25 years experience in the Glazing Industry, Mike
iswell placed to meet all of yOUT glazing needs with a
thoughtful and conscientious approach
...including but not limited to:

Windows
Doors
Conservatories
Porches
Fascias
Guttering
Misted Units
Repairs
Glass Replacement

Contact Mike below to discuss your glazing needs and arrange a no
obligation quote.

mike@luxwindows.co.uk | 07943 522948

cccccccc

CERTASS (et the ean ohine cu. ..

ACCREDITED

AppleMacMechanic

for all Apple Mac Computers

Lee Jones
07875 267790

o

Support
Repairs
Service
Spares
Upgrades
Training

Covering Herefordshie and al sumounding countes
Mobile service Competitive rates

mail@applemacmechanic.co.uk
www.applemacmechanic.co.uk




A CHURCH MATTERS
[

“ November 2026

CROFT WITH YARPOLE
AND LUCTON PCC

You may have recently been following the case of Christa Pike, the American death-row
prisoner, who was recently given two sets of lethal injections which failed to kill her. It
has made me reflect on how we judge others who have done wrong and how we punish
them. As a Christian | believe in the idea of forgiveness and not being judgemental of
others. But | am also aware of how hard that can be, especially for the family members
who have lost a loved one as a result of murder.

In considering the use of the death penalty | have asked myself, what is its purpose? |
have come to the conclusion that apart from it being a form of deterrent, it is largely an
act of vengeance. In the book of Deuteronomy 32:35 it says:-

‘Vengeance is mine, and recompense, for the time when their foot shall slip’

What God is telling us is that it is not our place to judge others and decide how to punish
them, if they do wrong. It is God alone who will be the final judge of our sins and it is God
who will decide our punishment. It is only right that God should be our judge as it is only
God who known the full extent of our weakness, our sinfulness and our repentance. Only
God knows what is truly in our hearts.

In St John’s gospel we are reminded that we are all guilty of sin and therefore have no
right to judge and punish others. When people are about to stone a woman who has
committed adultery Jesus says:

‘If there is one of you who has not sinned, let him be the first to throw a stone at
her’ (John 8:7)

So what should we do if others sin against us? We should show compassion and
forgiveness towards others, because if not, what right do we have to expect compassion
and forgiveness from God. In The Sermon on the Mount Jesus says:

‘So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the
Law and the Prophets.” (Matthew 7:12).

I can’t help thinking if we lived our lives by these words the world would be a better and
happier place. The kindness, forgiveness and non-judgemental compassion we show to
others is likely to be reflected back to us, rather than anger and vengeance.

Dear Lord, we pray for all those facing execution around the world. Help us to feel
compassion for them and to learn to forgive them, as we would wish to be forgiven by
you. Help us to remember that we are all your children no matter what we have done,
and that you will love us always. May we come to realise that our redemption and
forgiveness for our sins is for us to accept from you, through our repentance and our
compassion for others.

Jane Higgins - Local Minister
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A A
Croft with Yarpole and Lucton Parish Church Services y v

November and December 2026 cmwmmm
AND LUCTON PCC
Date Service Church Time
Nov 2026
sun 1 Holy Communion Book of Common Prayer Croft 09.30
All Souls’ Service Yarpole 15.00
Wed 4 Be Still Yarpole 17.30
Sun 8 Holy Communion Common Worship Yarpole 09.30
Mon 9 Café Church Yarpole 19.30
sun 15 Holy Communion Book of Common Prayer Yarpole 08.30
Celtic Worship Yarpole 15.00
Sun 22 Lay led service Yarpole 09.30
Mon 23 | Café Church Yarpole 19.30
Group Service Eyeton 10.30
sun 29 Christr')ingle YeroIe 15.00
Dec 2026
Wed 2 Be Still Yarpole 17.30
Sun 6 Holy Communion Book of Common Prayer Croft 09.30
sun 13 Holy Communion Common Worship Yarpole 09.30
Nine Lessons and Carols Croft 15.00
Mon 14 | Café Church Yarpole 19.30
Sun 20 Holy Communion Book of Common Prayer Yarpole 08.30
Celtic Worship Yarpole 15.00
Carols Around the Tree Yarpole 15.00
Thurs 24 Midnight Service Yargole 23.30
Sun 27 Group Service Orleton 10.30

Anyone wishing to contact a priest please phone or email:
Rev. Matthew Burns on 01568 614399, teamvicarwest@leominsterteam.orq.uk

To book a funeral, interment, wedding or baptism and for other information please
phone: Priory Office 01568 612124

Monday to Friday 9.30 — 1.00
Churchwardens: Jane Higgins (708390) Anna Morley (780321)

This is the link for the Diocese of Hereford where the parish magazine article, and other
material, can be viewed: https://www.hereford.anglican.org/news/parish-newsletter/
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PARISH HALL

November 2026

Help keep our hall welcoming and at the heart of the
community

We are a very friendly Committee who keep the hall and its grounds running and ready
for the clubs, classes, celebrations and gatherings which bring us all together. We know
the local community values and enjoys the events we organise such as Flicks & Food and
Ceilidhs. These events simply would not happen without the committee and the friends
who help to organise them.

Could you help us? Whether you can give time for running events, ideas, or practical help
with cooking, building and garden maintenance, your support will make a real difference
and be much appreciated.

If you can support us, please contact Amanda or one of the Hall Committee
parishhall@yarpole.org or 01568 701996

Adam Scott has run the Arts Alive Flicks for many years now and would like to retire at
the end of the Winter Season. Do you enjoy cinema? Would you like to take over
organising Flicks? There are 4 films a year over Autumn/Winter in conjunction with the
Parish Hall, which organises the food. If you would like to find out more, please contact
Adam direct on 01568 780556.

Parish Hall Committee

200 Club winning numbers for October
100: £50 59:£20 9:£10
Jan Tandy — Lottery Administrator

We specialise in all plumbing
needs, from bathroom
installations to outside taps.
Including tiling and emergency
call outs. Contact Chris on
07816949006 to arrange a free no
obligation quote.
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PARISH HALL

November 2026

Parish Hall future dates
21 November: Flicks & Food - Addicted to Sheep 6.30/7.30*
12 December: Christmas Ceilidh. More information nearer the date.

*REMEMBER PLEASE BOOK YOUR FOOD IN ADVANCE
by end of Wednesday prior to the event .

Parish Hall activities are listed on the events calendar (on page 9 this month).
To make a booking, please contact Amanda Hordern on 01568 701996
Or email parishhall@yarpole.org

Or to book online go to www.yarpole.org and click on ‘Church & Parish Hall bookings’.

If you are interested in joining one of the classes, please email Amanda, who will put you
in contact with the class organiser.

Don’t forget that books can be taken out from the Parish Hall Library &
whenever the building is open for an event. Just sign your book out in 4
the register and there is no time limit. DVDs and blu-rays of recent

Flicks films are also available to borrow.

—4r
—

The library is full, so we suggest that any donations go to the National Trust
bookstores at Berrington or Croft Castle.

e BASHIFCRE CGENERAL BUILIPER
Extensions Renovations Kitchen fitting Bathrooms Carpentry
N Floor tiling Patios General building maintenance
5+ years in the building trade
Work area: Herefordshire, Shropshire, Worcestershire
Free written quote
Fully insured

Tel: 07936 821228 Email: Seb.bashford@btinternet.com
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We're recruiting!

services for

el Homecare Support Workers

1996 - 2026

e Excellent rates of pay, travel costs
and paid travel time

e Full training provided

e Leominster and surrounding areas

What you need:
e Full UK driving licence and access to a car

e Willingness to complete a DBS check
(we'll pay for it!)

Apply now... Voted best place +o Wwork 2 years in

www.s4il.co.uk/vacancies & Yow - 50 You Will be joining & team
01568 616653 jobs@s4il.co.uk that really values its staff

n MARKHAMSGARAGELTD

TEL: 01668 708208 'FAX 01568 709059 EMAIL: INFO@MARKHAMSGARAGE.COM

+ Servicing and repairs
to all makes of cars and light commercial vehicles
* Electronic engine management & diagnostics
« MOT Testing station
* Air conditioning

« Fully functional tyre bay
« 4 wheel laser alignment
+ Courtesy car available

Vehicke & Operstr Senvioes Agercy

NV :
‘.“. W .\IOSA% www.markhamsgarage.com 0




JDK SERVICES
HANDYMAN

« Interior painting & decorating  « Flooring (wood / laminate)
« Joinery, shelving and storage « Decking / gazebos
« Flat pack assembly « Mirror / TV bracket hanging

« Kitchen and bathroom tiling « Jet washing
« Victorian panelling ....much more, just ask

Call, WhatsApp or email to arrange for
avisit and a no obligation free quote.

A professional handyman with 20 years B2B commerical experience ¢, 07582 484811
and 13 years as a handyman. | offer a wide range of services, see my
website for further details. Works will be completed to the highest
standards and | will always treat you and your home with respect.
Google reviewed.

=jamesdkl@hotmail.co.uk
www.jdkhandyman.co.uk

Areas covered:
« Fully insured * Trustworthy Yarpole, Brimfield, Ludlow,

« Local and reliable « Flexible Tenbury and Leominster

Services Offered

* Servicing ¢ Lawnmowers
= * Maintenance e Chainsaws

N X =
7Y * Repairs e Strimmers
K s Sales ¢ Smallholding

M[]WERS &MAEHINERY * Petrol & Diesel Equipment

Contact John Speke
Tel: 07785 558033
Email: info@monklandmowers.co.uk

BOOKINGS FOR AUTUMN
SERVIGING NOW OPEN -
CALL TODAY TO BOOK

Where to find us

Unit 8, Northern Lights Business Park
Clinton Road
Leominster, HR6 OSW
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; Yarpole Group Parish Council

-\ The Parish Council recorded its sincere thanks to ClIr Geoff Trotter
y following his resignation. Members expressed appreciation for his
{ dedication and valuable contribution during his time on the
* Council. His departure creates a vacancy, which will be advertised
gshortly. Residents interested in serving their community are
"\ encouraged to consider applying for co-option and joining the
i , ook <. team working on behalf of the Group Parish.

Three residents attended the October meeting. Requests were made for kerbstones along
part of the B4362 in Bircher and for police speed enforcement measures to help reduce
traffic speeds through the village.

Finance featured prominently as members reviewed accounts from Quarter 2 (April to
September 2026) and considered the first draft of the 2027/28 budget. The budget, which
determines the Parish Precept collected through Council Tax, includes provision for the
possible review of the Neighbourhood Development Plan, day-to-day council
administration, grants, burial ground contributions, Lengthsman work, maintenance of the
Community Meadow, and upkeep of land at Parish War Memorials. The importance of
maintaining appropriate reserve levels while balancing future spending needs was
emphasised. The budget will be reviewed further in November before final approval in
December.

A grant of £750 was approved towards the printing costs of The Parishioner. Councillors
highlighted the value of this publication, which is delivered by volunteers to every
household in the Parish.

The Lengthsman has completed drainage work on Stocking Lane, Lucton, and repairs to
the footbridge on Public Right of Way LK11. These costs will be reimbursed through
Herefordshire Council grants.

The Council considered planning application P262820/K for tree works at Lower House
Farm, Yarpole. Members raised no objection to the proposed removal of a fir tree but
expressed concern that a proposed two-metre crown reduction to a prominent hornbeam
tree could have a significant visual impact. A site visit by the Case Officer has been
requested.

Discussion took place on moss removal from pavements on Croft Crescent; Alternative and
more cost-effective methods are to be investigated. The Council also agreed to purchase
two bleed control kits for installation alongside defibrillators at the Parish Hall and St
Leonard’s Church. A third kit has already been installed in Lucton, supplied by a First
Responder from the Arrive Alive Charity.

Support for the potential adult exercise equipment project was limited; however, Clir Di
Hill has kindly agreed to coordinate a working group to investigate further. Volunteer help
would be welcomed.

Ward Cllr Dan Hurcomb offered to follow up the damaged concrete post beside the stream
on the C1039. Thanks were recorded to ClIr Hill and two residents for cleaning the
Welshman’s Lane War Memorial in Bircher, and members noted that the verge on
Welshman'’s Lane has now been cut.

Parish Council meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month at 7pm in the Parish
Hall. The next meetings are on 3 November and 1 December. Residents are warmly invited
to attend.

Maggie Brown, Clerk.

Email clerk@yarpolegroupparishcouncil.gov.uk Phone 07398 222 310.
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News from our County R

: Herefordshire
Councillor

Council

This year is flying by and | can not believe that | am already writing my November article
for the Parishioner. Nor can | believe that | have now been your Ward Councillor for 3
years and 5 months and there are less than 7 months left of my four year term! Over that
time, | have dealt with many local issues and one constant theme has been concern over
the state of our local road network. Things have improved dramatically locally but there is
still more work to be done so please let me know if you have a stretch of road you think
needs to be put forward for consideration in future resurfacing programmes.

This article will be my last one before Bonfire Night on 5 November so | would echo my
annual plea that if you are to have fireworks please let your neighbours know so they can
make any necessary arrangements for their animals. If you prefer to go and watch a
display instead, the Orleton Young Farmers will be doing their annual fireworks and
bonfire event on Thursday 5 November and Aymestrey will be doing theirs on Saturday 7
November. Both are excellent events and raise much needed funds for local charities.

By the time you read this the patching work will have taken place in Bircher and this will be
followed by surface dressing next year. In addition, Highways have confirmed that the
kerbing of a section of the highway and a drain on the B4362 in Bircher Village are being
planned for next year.

Since my last article | have visited Yarpole with Herefordshire Council’s Highways Tree
Officer to examine a number of trees reported to me by concerned local residents. The
officer has assured me all of them are healthy and safe trees but that if they deteriorate
then we should get back in touch for a further inspection. In addition, the Drainage
Engineer has been in touch to discuss the cattle grids on Leys Lane and Welshmans Lane,
both of which are causing concern to local residents. This concern comes from the fact
that both are full of sediment and have visible cracks to their structure. | have re-
emphasised the need for urgent works in the short term and the need for an annual
maintenance schedule for both assets — | am disappointed on the lack of action but will
keep you all posted on the outcome.

At a County level, the Council has begun the process of considering its 2027/28 budget.
The next financial year looks to be incredibly challenging given the disappointing three-
year settlement from the Government we received last year. | will do my best to fight for
maintaining funding for those services we depend on locally but as always the pressures of
funding adult and children’s services continues to weigh heavily on the Council. | will
provide a more comprehensive update in due course.

The Chief Executive of Herefordshire Council has delayed his visit to Bircher until early
November so if you have a place you would like him to visit or something you would like
me to raise with him then please do let me know.

As always, if you have any concerns, issues or would just like a chat then please do get in
touch.

Dan Hurcomb
dan.hurcomb@herefordshire.gov.uk 07837726821
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(--E e Structural surveys/costings
(\ e Listed building consents
Barrie Morgan MRICS MCIOB

Need a building surveyor?
e Architectural drawing
e Planning permissions
RICS , Building regs applications
Particular sympathy for older properties
01568 780 761
marcon@idnet.com

@) 9
ROsies
Room

Caring and professional
service

01568 780855

www.rosiesgrooming.co.uk

City & Guilds
Qualified
dog groomer
in Yarpole

€0

Firenze Catering
for all occasions

Jackie Thomas

07526212176 / 01584877190
firenzecatering66@gmail.com

X x
Wizards

Call today to have your oven,hob,extractor,
microwave or Aga professionally cleaned

Rob Rosser
07817 477850
robrosser@ovenwizards.com
www.ovenwizards.com

DAWN

Mobile Hairdresser

Firewood for sale

Hairdressing
for all the family
. Fully qualified
~ Dawn Goodwin| te] 01568 780414
01568 770387
Stacey Gardner Lawn & Garden Leominster
FOOt Health A complete garden care service

Foot care in your own home

Routine appointments include the treatment
or; toenail care, corns, callus, funga] infections,
cracked heel care, diabetic foot care.

For more information or to book an
appointment please call:

07540566871

Registered with the British Association of Foot Health

Professionals

Lawn Mowing

Hedge Trimming
Garden Landscaping
Gutter Clearance
Repair & Maintenance

Call Mike: 07563 252290
ANS —

Trusted. Local. Reliable. Inéured.
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FIREWOOD SUPPLIES

Seasoned hardwood available
Delivered in a cubic metre bag

. . . Com'pany: Steven Mantle
Reliable friendly service Frewood suppls

Certificate No: WS989/00001
Free local delivery

Call Steve Mantle
07980 775838
01568 615565 (Evenings)

Jo-00—=
FTIN

INTERIORS

A LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED in 1963
Curtains, Roman Blinds, Loose Covers, Upholstery, Cushions.
Poles, Rails & Plantation Shutters.

Roller, Vertical, Venetian and Integral Blinds.

Bespoke Soft Furnishings, Smart Technology and Interior Design Advice.
An extensive range of pattern books in our showroom, an onsite workroom,
along with our Little Fabric Shop for all your textile based projects.
Bagley’s Croft, Brinsop, Herefordshire HR4 7AT
www.coachhouse-interiors.com
01981 500777
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THE BELL

AT YARPOLE

So autumn has arrived and with that, a new menu at the Bell! Platters are lovely,
enjoyed outside in the sunshine, so the change in the weather brings a more winter
warmer menu, the comfort food needed for the long cold nights. We have the supper
menu available Monday and Thursday evening, available lunch Friday and Saturday as

well.

Our Dinner menu is still served Friday and Saturday evening, and our Sunday roast
available until 3pm. Why not call to book to avoid disappointment? Just remember the
pub is closed on a Wednesday and the kitchen is closed on a Tuesday evening.

Our Festive Menu is now available and bookings are being taken for December.

We look forward to seeing you soon.

Michelle and Blaine

LEOMINSTER OSTEOPATHS & THERAPIES CLINIC 45

Relieve Pain
Restore Health

+/ Long-standing Expertise in Pain
& Injury Relief Since 1989

+/ Find Out How Osteopathy Can
Help Your Symptoms with a
FREE Consultation. Call Now

Hearing Care
Clinic
v/ FREE Hearing Assessments:
Maintain Your Ear Health
v/ Gold Standard Ear Wax Removal

/' FREE Ear Wax Checks: Examine,
Diagnose & Get Expert Advice

Holistic Massage
Treatments

V' Bespoke Massages: Relieve
Aches, Pains, Stress & Relax

V' Deep Tissue, Hot Stones,
Pregnancy Massages & More

v 1-2-1 Baby Massage Classes

Nutritional
Therapy

+/ Registered Nutritionist
Specialising in Digestive,
Hormonal & Blood Sugar Issues,
Weight Management and More

/' Lab Testing Available

/' FREE Nutrition Consultations

Foot Health
Clinic

v/ Experience Relief with Foot
Treatments, Provided by
Experienced and Dedicated
Foot Health Experts

+/ Expert Diabetic Foot Care

V' FREE Foot Examinations

Spinal
Decompression
(IDD) Therapy
v Unlock Relief: Targeted
Treatment for Persistent
Sciatica, Back, Neck & Leg Pain

+/ Book Your FREE IDD Therapy
Consultation Today

%7 : LEOMINSTER OSTEOPATHS
) § & THERAPIES

TALKTO US
01568 610610

enquiries@leominsterosteopaths.co.uk
www.osteopathicclinic.co.uk
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%\Qo\e Pay, YARPOLE PARISH
5 07885 2 GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME

o
° 525776])¢  Our mission: to provide the kind of
1N & practical assistance and support that a Yarpole Talk
€ighbo™* good neighbour would offer. Community

Advance notice of our Big Quiz — 13" March 2027

Fridge magnets are available to keep our number to hand
Ring 07885 525776

Could you, or do you know someone who could benefit from the Good
Neighbour Scheme? Please get in touch — 07885 525776

WHAT'S ON AT 4Cs?

4Cs continues its programme of speakers and other activities as follows:

November 27: a representative from the local ECHO group will tell us of living with
disabilities. It should be a fascinating insight into day-to-day life of someone who faces
challenges every day - and how she overcomes them.

December 11: Our Christmas-themed activity when we celebrate with mince pies, plus
something which we have made to take home.

January 22: Helen and Mike Norris, along with Carol Clare, will tell us of their work in
identifying and researching those departed and in our Burial Ground.

Usual time, 11.00, in the Parish Hall, with Coffee (or tea), Cake, Company and Chat.
Need a lift? Ring Avis on 780874 a few days beforehand.

MOVE IT OR LOSE IT

MIOLI continues apace. Join us on Tuesdays at 11.00, Parish Hall as usual.
Val Ainsworth

“2te, caroline
J# edwards Sea Dreams
Services include: Sauudensfoot
- Neuro Vascular assessment ——
- Diabetic foothealth checks A luxury self-catering cottage just minutes

« Nail cut & file
. Treatment of corns & callus
. Verucca treatment

N Al | ICT:

from the beach in Saundersfoot,
Pembrokeshire.
seadreamssaundersfoot.co.uk

. - stay@holidaysaundersfoot.co.uk
. 07528 231462 Tel 07885 604720

4 caroline.ISH@outlook.com
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MORTIMER VETS

Mortirmer Vets is an independently run and cwned vets.
Here's a bit about us:

= Truly ndependent local veterinsry practics

= DQwr friendly experienced team offer professional care for your
chogys, cats, horses and small pets

& Modern treatment and diagnostic facilities with full in-patient

care and out of hours hospitalisation if requined

Preventative health care plans svailable

Small animal outt of howrs advice senice USING OUF CAT VB1Ls,

supported by Vets Now for gmgrgency treatmgnt if regquingd

» Full 2&/7 equine emergency sensce covering Herefordshire,
Shrogahare and WortEsterdharg

= Eagy access from A4S and Ad44, ample parking

CONTACT US AND FIND Us:

Unit 7 Merthern Lights Business Park, Qpening howrs: Mon-Fri - 830am-530pm FOLLOW U Ol
Lecminster HRG 05W Out of hours emaergency service available, @ =
=

infa@martimensets.couk | 01568 601300

The Only Independent Family Funeral Directors

In Leominster

19 Broad Street, Leominster Tel: 01568 250030

(24 hour service)
Email: oaktreefuneralservices1(@gmail.com

www.oaktreefuneralservices.co.uk
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Looking for new flooring?
Why not pop down to J Stokes
Home Flooring, Leominster’s

largest flooring showroom?

Luxurious flooring for all areas of " o M E F Loo R I N G

your home.

~Award winning brands
Brintons, Cormar, Karndean...

Carpets/LVT/Sisal/Wood

Showroom Opening Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 09:00-16:00
Saturday 09:00 - 13:00

01568 610760 ’Jﬁ_

Unit 3, Barrington Business Centre, Glendower Road, Leominster, HR6 ORL

THE CARPET
FOUNDATION
I

Looking for a better nights sleep?

Why not pop down to The bed
room, Leominster’s largest bed
showroom?

Beds for all types of sleepers
human and canine.

Award winning brands
Silentnight & Rest Assured

Mattresses/Headboards/Bases

Showroom Opening Hours: :\y\"\ )

Tuesday - Friday 09:00-16:00 Sﬁehﬁ% ht

Saturday 09:00 - 13:00
01568 610760

Unit 3, Barrington Business Centre, Glendower Road, Leominster, HR6 ORL
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Men's
Sheds

Yarpole Men’s Shed II“ UK
Association

Preparing for the winter months

The months of September and October seem to have flown by and, by the time this
article is published, we will be making the transition from our summer and autumn
activities and focussing more on winter projects. We will continue to support St.
Leonard’s Management and the Parish Hall Committee through regular weekly
maintenance checks and also to carry on work at The Bell. It is possible, though, that we
may have to scale back on other community projects, partly because the weather may
not be on our side and partly because we are still a small group with limited manpower.

Fitting out the Shed

Getting electricity to the Shed has proved more of a challenge than originally planned
although we are hoping it can be completed soon, so that we can utilise it as a meeting
place and workshop during the winter months.

Interested in joining?

We still need more men to strengthen our numbers. Although the Men’s Shed is
recognised locally for its work on community projects, our real purpose is to provide a
companionable space for men to get together, chat, socialise and support each other.
Sometimes friendly banter in good company with tea, biscuits and maybe even fruit
cake is just what we need. We also have a social get-together at The Bell on the 3™
Tuesday in the month and potential new members are welcome to join us.

Get in touch with us on email: yarpoleshed@gmail.com

Visit us at our Shed: Our Shed, located behind The Bell, is currently open every
Wednesday from 10.00 a.m. to 11.30 a.m.

Trevor Edwards

OLD FASHIONED GARDENER Grafted Apple Trees
SHAUN YAPP 2-3 year old named dessert, cookers, cider varieties
4, The Croftings, Felton Close, Ludlow, In pots—£20 (discount for bulk)
Discovery, Ashmead'’s, Kernel, Russets & more...
SY8 1DsS Root stock: M25 vigorous;
Tel 07876197770 - M111 & MM106 semi-vigorous
{:‘ WEEDING Advice on tree/orchard management also provided
LAWN MOWING Contact Chris, 07939 864732
PRUNING (S Waterloo Farm, SY8 4JG
STRIMMING applewoodcourses@yahoo.com
FLOWERBED EDGING www.applewoodcourses.com

HEDGE CUTTING
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H.W.S. PEST CONTROL w

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED AND LICENSED

* RATS * MICE

* WASPS * HORNETS

* BEES * FLEAS

* FLIES * CLOTHES MOTHS
* MOLES * WOODWORM

TELEPHONE: 01544 231509 / 07818 034301
EMAIL: ardy-hwspest@hotmail.co.uk

%
& NPTA A

tomorrow’s association

for today’s technician PROMPT
Verified
1] i[[‘u
u‘.‘.’:i“-r. ﬁﬁ ANDYMEN et 1999
LL -"\l
= LY YV VYN
WINDOW CLEANING - Traditional or Water-fed pole system
HOME & GARDEN MAINTENANCE - i, .
GUTTERS & FASCIAS e \I(f.'
PAINTING .
DECORATING III'I
TILING m 20
HEDGECUTTING & MOWING

Call Andy: 07855 813303 or Mark: 07825 854990
andymen1999@gmail.com
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ORLETON AND DISTRICT
GARDENING CLUB

4 X0 The Herefordshire Pomona
7k

In September we welcomed Bill Laws, author and historian.

Published in seven sections between 1878 and 1884, the Herefordshire Pomona was
designed to restore Herefordshire to its fruit growing supremacy by providing a catalogue
of its apples, the names of which were in danger of being lost. It is a classic of late
Victorian natural history and an important tool in assessing apple genotypes from old
forgotten orchards.

In the C17 the Reverend John Beale described Herefordshire as ‘The Orchard of England’
and Herefordshire orchards as ‘A Pattern for All England’. However by the C18 there was
concern that although Herefordshire was famed for its orchards very few of its best apple
varieties found their way to market or fruit shop. In 1851 The Woolhope Club was
founded to study the natural history of Herefordshire. The Agricultural Society of
Herefordshire was persuaded that a Pomona was needed to describe and illustrate local
fruit and its cultivation. A local doctor and former president of the Woolhope Club, Dr
Henry Graves Bull, and Dr Robert Hogg, vice president of the RHS and author of ‘The Fruit
Journal’ were tasked with cataloguing and describing the fruit displayed in annual shows
held by the Woolhope Club’s Pomona Committee.

The Pomona was beautifully illustrated in 441 watercolours by a commercial artist, Alice
Blanche Ellis and Edith Elizabeth Bull, Henry’s daughter. These were painstakingly
accurate, featuring not only blossom and fruit but the diseases and blemishes to which
they were prone.

The Pomona was not only useful for dessert and cooking apples but it was considered to
be an important tool in advancing the knowledge of cider - ‘a beverage not only healthful
but grateful to the palates of all ranks’.

In 1880, Herefordshire boasted 25000 acres of orchards, more ‘fruit lands’ than Devon,
Somerset or Kent.

Ghislaine Arundale
On Tuesday 24 November James Pearson will present a talk entitled
The History of Burford House and gardens.

The attractive gardens and grounds surrounding the house have an early history which
James will tell us about. He will also cover John Treasure and what he grew and talk about
the existing garden and its challenges going forwards.

Orleton Village Hall. Doors open 7.15pm for 8pm start. Non-members welcome at £2.50
per person which includes tea or coffee. Raffle and Plant Stall. Annual Membership £15.00

www.orletongardeningclub.co.uk.
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News from the Leominster Area Branch

Moth Hunt

A good number of people, including children, met outside
Grange Court on an early September evening. We set up
two moth traps but sadly it turned colder and windy; not
the best conditions for attracting moths although we did
manage to collect a small number including lesser yellow
underwings and a pretty yellow brimstone moth.

However, members Rupert and Sandra had set up the traps in their garden the evening
before which had been far warmer. They brought along the insects which had been
caught and we tried to identify them. Some people had brought along helpful books,
while others used apps such as Google Eye or iNaturalist. We managed to identify some.

The children were delighted to see the moths up close, and some had brought along
magnifying lenses, which made it more fun. They enjoyed having the job of releasing the
moths from their special containers.

It was great to meet up with members and non-members, and now we have the
equipment we intend to repeat the event next summer. In the meantime, the branch is
looking to organise a couple of talks and some wildlife walks. These will be announced
on our Facebook page, and of course you can contact us by emailing
leominsterbranch@herefordshirewt.co.uk

Diana Emes
Communication Secretary

A __, lan Mackay: Electrician
= E’,’(’f Quick response, local and reliable
Victoria Allen Funeral Services No-obligation fixed quotes
8 Charlton Rise, Ludlow, Shropshire o ) )
SYS 1ND Domestic installation and repairs
01584 879035 Landlord & homeowner safety inspections
Email: vafs@btinternet.com Condition reports for house sales
www.vallenfuneralsludlow.co.uk ian.gf. mackay@gmail.com cﬁ,&
An Independent Family Business G
All Areas Covered, 24 Hour Service 07736 302 297 0or 07396 578 662
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Drama on Green Lane or Calling all Thespians

As well as our most excellent ‘Flicks in the Sticks” film showings every autumn and
winter, there has long been a tradition of amateur dramatic productions in Yarpole. As
far back as 1920, the year the Yarpole WI was founded, the ladies put on a production of
The Umbrella Duologue, a ‘vintage comedic theatrical short script written by E Dora
Battiscombe and designed for two players.’

In the 1960s, the indomitable WI ‘Gaiety Girls’ burst onto the Yarpole stage, with
doubtless stunning performances of Tyrolean Tapestry (see photo on page 17) and
London by Lamplight, featuring the WI choir (see photo below).

Since | first arrived in Yarpole, in 2013, there have been at least half a dozen, probably
more, productions. Sue Russell’s full-length dramas, including Wind in the Willows and
Cold Comfort Farm, amused and entertained, while Christine and David Cheshire’s
‘Parish the Thought’ sketch shows had audiences in stitches. (See photos opposite).

First Covid, and then the passing of time meant that there have been no new
productions since, | believe, 2023. Meanwhile, sitting in storage in the village hall, we
have some fantastic staging and lighting equipment going to waste. So, if there are
villagers out there who fancy themselves as actors or directors, contact, in the first
instance, the editors of the Newsletter on newsletter@yarpole.org, or put out a post on
the Yarpole WhatsApp Group, and, if there are enough of us, maybe we can put
something together for a spring performance.

Paul Humphrey

&
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[Photo by Brigit Graham

Left - Paul Humphrey and Rob Morley as Ada and Cissie, Parish the Thought, produced
by Christine Cheshire, 2017

Right - Motorists Rupert & Monica played by Carol Clare and B Brooks in Sue Russell’s
production of The Wind in the Willows, 2019

These photos show the two sides of the commemorative mugs, made by local potter
Katie Eastaugh, for all children in the parish at the time of the millennium. You will
notice that Yarpole is misspelt on one of the mugs! If you would like one of these mugs,
please email The Parishioner at newsletter@yarpole.org - Ed.

Thanks to the following for the photos on the back cover:

Laney Lane - Yarpole Walking Group on the ‘FLOW bridge’ at Craven Arms, the UK's first
lightweight, low-carbon railway footbridge made off-site from fibre-reinforced polymer
David Cheshire - Fungi on Bircher Common
Carol Clare - ‘Beyond Broadway’ with Birchpoles, Pembridge Adult and Pembridge
Juniors Love to Sing choirs in St. Leonard’s on September 27th
Louise Hodgetts - Juvenile robin at Mulberry Meadow
Keith Smith - Weather cane and jackdaw at St. Leonard’s
Helen Norris - Last Lucton Fuchsias
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