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Thanks to David Cheshire for his photos of Lucton
village on this page and the front cover.



FROM THE EDITOR’S CHAIR

Welcome to the May issue of the newsletter. Spring has arrived
exceptionally early this year and it seems a good moment to highlight some
of the places we don’t often feature. The front cover and the photographs
on the opposite page were all taken in Lucton village on a recent sunny day
in Lucton. Those on the inside back cover were all taken in and around
Bircher.

We know that the newsletter rarely includes news or contributions from
Lucton, and we’d like to change that. If you live in Lucton, or have memories
or photographs from the village, we would be very glad to include them.
Short articles, updates, or pictures — current or historical — would all be
welcome. The deadline for submitting articles is always the 12th of the
previous month, so if you have an item for the June edition, send it to
newsletter@yarpole.org by 12 May, or leave a copy in the community shop
at Yarpole.

The Lucton delivery round is a large one, covering around 70 households.
I’'m pleased to report that Morwenna Lloyd and Paul O’Reilly have kindly
agreed to share it, each taking alternate months from now on.

Finally I'd like to thank all our regular contributors. Your articles and
photographs add a great deal to every issue.
Lynne

To send in articles and news items, please e-mail us at:
newsletter@yarpole.org
Or leave in the box at the shop
The deadline for all submissions is
THE 12th OF THE PREVIOUS MONTH

ADVERTISEMENTS
To place a commercial advert in The Parishioner, please email
newsletter@yarpole.org and we’ll send you more information
Prices start at £5 for a % page ad
We also print small ads for parishioners for which we suggest that a small
donation is left in the yellow collection box in the shop.
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Audio version of The Parishioner
The Parishioner is also available by email in audio files for parish residents with sight
problems. If you’d like to receive it in this format, or know someone who would, please
let us know at newsletter@vyarpole.org .
Share local information & news, relevant to our community, via  RIEEYH
the Yarpole WhatsApp group. We now have 175 members! To join
send a message with your mobile number to: Katie Daniels 07786 515922

Calling Facebook Users m

To get Yarpole news on Facebook, search for ‘Yarpole Community’.
See what’s on! See what matters in Yarpole! Contribute to the page. Meta
Like us and become a friend.

Stay in touch: Yarpole WhatsApp Group

Yarpole Welcome Packs
If you are aware of new residents who have moved to the parish, or if you have recently
moved yourself and haven't received one, please get in touch with Sue Langley:
susanmarylangley@gmail.com

Don't miss out on what's happening!
To be added to the events mailing list, email events@yarpole.org

Locally sourced
from managed
woodland — legal
and sustainable.

Local, dependable and a consistent supplier of
seasoned/kiln-dried hard and soft wood firewood.

Cut and split to suit your requirements. Delivered in 1.2 cubic
metre bags: no need to restack after delivery.
Small delivery vehicle fitted with a crane meaning we can deliver
to most locations.

Call David to discuss your requirements
07866 441154
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WHAT’S ON WHAT’S ON

Police Community Support Officer meetings @

Our local (Leominster) PCSO Steph Harper aims to visit the Gallery Café
every 5 weeks on a Friday at 11.00. Her next visit, all being well, will be on 22 May.

Join her in the café for coffee and chat.
Pete Lloyd
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- COMMUNAL CRAFTERS \':

Next meeting: Monday 11 May — 1.30 - 3.30pm
Needle felting

At Yarpole Parish Hall, Green Lane, HR6 OBL
Cost: £3 towards the hire of the hall
We are a friendly group of crafters of all abilities who meet once a
month to craft together and learn new skills
NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME!
Please contact Sue Beagley on 07816 060746
k or email suebeagley@aol.com for info.
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Come and

Be Still
- Some music, a reading, a prayer and time for your own quiet reflection. .
Monthly, on the first Wednesday, 5.30 - 6 pm.
St. Leonard’s Church, Yarpole.
All are welcome

oy i :
I phepair Cafe

Bin it? No way!

First Saturday of the month 10.00 - 12.00 (last repairs)
Next session: 2 May at Leominster Sports and Social Club, South Street, HR6 8JQ
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE
Online bookings open two weeks before: https://leominsterepaircafe.org.uk
Mechanical, household, electrical, toys, furniture, sewing repairs & tool sharpening
For more information email: repaircafeleominster@googlegroups.com

Or find us on Facebook.
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WHAT’S ON WHAT’S ON

Walking Group

Birchpoles
Love To Sing Choir

We meet regularly on the 2nd Friday
and 4th Sunday of every month,
normally at 10.30 by the church.

Come and be part of
something amazing!

May walks: Friday 8 and Sunday 24

All are welcome to join our walks but
please phone to check details, if you
are not on the email list.

Contact: Viv 01568 782271 or
£5/ session Contact details seiftonbatch@gmail.com

07915886265 or fb page
% Orleton and District

_

4,4 Gardening Club
Start preparing NOW for the

45th ANNUAL SHOW

on Saturday 15th August at
Orleton Village Hall e
OPEN CLASSES - Anyone can enter

Including: HEAVIEST MARROW COMPETITION - START SOWING NOW!

Who can ferment the best cider? Challenge your friends and neighbours.
OTHER OPEN CLASSES
Alcohol-based Cordial; Heaviest Potato; Longest Runner Bean; Most Amusing shaped Vegetable or Fruit
JUST 10p PER ENTRY

Save the Date - Saturday 15th August - staging 10 - 11.30 am, viewing 1.30 - 3.30pm
For more details and show rules see SHOW SCHEDULE at
www.orletongardeningclub.co.uk
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WHAT’S ON WHAT’S ON

- . Vikings at the Priory:
PI’IOI')/ 30&31Mg Leominst yP'

X ay, Leominster Priory
A Arts

A weekend of action-packed, family-friendly activities in and around Leominster Priory,

celebrating Ango-Saxons and Vikings in Herefordshire.

e 3pm Sat and 3pm Sunday: Battle on the Grange! Viking re-enactors clash with Saxons
defending the town

e Living village: demonstrations of Viking/Saxon life, arts and crafts

Free exhibition inside the Priory 10am - 4pm

e The Raven, a full size Viking ship

e Get a close look at the (replica) Herefordshire Hoard of treasure discovered in 2015

e First viewing of ‘Hereford Gospels Today’ on loan from Hereford Cathedral

e Plus many other presentations and displays from professional artists, local schools
and community groups on the themes of treasure and ‘Revealing our Roots’

‘Vikings at the Priory’ runs from 27 May to 22 June with many free activities and paid
events around Leominster. For the full programme listing, visit www.prioryarts.org.uk.

Arts Society Lectures

Lively and interesting illustrated lectures on arts-related topics at Ludlow
Assembly Rooms, 2.15pm on the 3rd Wednesday of the month. Lectures from
nationally recognised experts take about one hour. TiEamrs

Next meeting: Wed 20 May 2026
Trannies, Taste and Teddy Bears: Uncovering the World of Grayson Perry
Jackie Klein
Visitors are welcome, paying £8.00 on the door. Membership, which buys you eight
lectures and reduced fees for outings and study days, costs £45.

More information: https://www.theartssocietytemevalley.org.uk
For help with transport contact:
Membership Secretary Jeff Walker on 01694 781489

Flower Festival, St. George’s Church, Orleton
Saturday 6 & Sunday 7 June
1lam-5pm
Imaginative flower displays celebrating 100 years of TV
Refreshments available, including light lunch
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WHAT’S ON WHAT’S ON

Knighton Pilgrimage of Song 2026

The Knighton Pilgrim singers have been meeting annually for over 20 years to sing, wal
and worship in the Welsh borders. This year the liturgy and music will be on the them
At the Still Point of the Turning World’, devised by Reverend Annie Ballard, musi
directed, and in some cases composed, by Geoff Weaver.

We welcome congregation to any of our services, to enjoy good music, inspirin
houghts and a peaceful interlude in the day.

This year our services are as follows:

Friday 29 May St. Michael and All Angels, Croft (Croft Castle Estate) at 12.30pm
St. Leonard’s Church, Yarpole at 5pm

Saturday 30 May Llandrindod Old Parish Church, Llandrindod Wells at 12.30pm
Holy Trinity Church, Llandrindod Wells at 5.30pm

Sunday 31 May Choral Holy Communion at St. Edwards Church, Knighton at 11.00am

Stacey Gardner Bookbinding Course
Foot Health

Saturday afternoons from 10 July
Foot care in your own home

14.00 - 18.00 - £13/h + materials

Bircher Common Press

Routine appointments include the treatment
of; toenail care, corns, callus, {ungal in{ections,
cracked heel care, diabetic foot care.

For more information or to book an
appointment please call:

07540566871 All levels welcome
Registered with the British Association of Foot Health
Professionals 5 week course with options to extend
OLD FASHIONED GARDENER
SHAUN YAPP Attend the 1st week with no
4, The Croftings, Felton Close, Ludlow, commitment to continue
SY8 1DS Some flexibility with timings/missed
Tel 07876197770 - classes
{'- 4
. WEEDING /
LAWN MOWING
PRUNING Q& To discuss: call 07733 367732
STRIMMING
FLOWERBED EDGING Or email: abacusbites@yahoo.com
HEDGE CUTTING




Thank you Yarpole
Words do not go far enough.

Jim's untimely death in early March left me and the girls in a parallel universe. Your mes-
sages, hugs, cards, visits, food, earlier, equipment loans, and total sensitivity at a time
when we were so disorientated made such a difference, and still does, to us as a shocked
family.

Yarpole is full of lovely people who always rally round whenever needed. This has been
our experience, ongoing and comforting, for which we thank you from the bottom of our
hearts.

Love to all of you, with our sincere thanks. Just as Jim would have wished.

Val, Helen and Jo

Trees in conservation areas ’%

As | sat down to write this piece, | heard the first swallows flying over our house. Spring
is definitely here. Trees and bushes everywhere are turning green again and the
blossom season is in full swing. As tree warden | am, like many of you, well aware of
the importance of trees in many spheres: habitat, resource, amenity and it is the latter
that comes to mind as part of my role. If you live in a conservation area, and quite a
few of us do in Yarpole, then our trees are formally protected by the conservation area
rules. Conservation areas are often established as a protection of the built (visual)
heritage in a community, and this includes the trees within them.

However, trees do grow and what starts its life as a small plant in the corner of a
garden can over time come to dominate or even threaten and this is where the
planning department needs to be informed via a planning application using a section
211 notice. The planning department defines a tree as having a trunk diameter greater
than 75mm at a height 1.5m above ground. In general following a period of 6 weeks
after the notice the permission sought to manage the tree will be granted. In
exceptional cases where the tree has great value a tree protection order (TPO) can be
granted to afford the tree protection from interference.

There are exceptions: dead branches may be removed, and dangerous trees can be
dealt with, as long as the council receives five days written notice. Fortunately for
Herefordshire, normal orchard management practice is exempt as well.

So for the benefit of our great-grandchildren please plant trees, but with a mind to the
paperwork they might encounter.

For more info, see: https://www.htreeforum.co.uk/trees-and-conservation-areas.

Tim Ware
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EVENTS DIARY FOR MAY

Events this month

Date Venue Event Time
Mon 4 |[The Bell Car Boot Sale, Pizzas, Quiz See page 32
Wed 6 |St. Leonard’s |Be Still 5.30 - 6.00pm
Tues 5 | Parish Hall Parish Council meeting 7.00-9.00pm
Fri 8 Various Walking Group 10.30am
Mon 11 | Parish Hall Communal Crafters 1.30-3.30pm
Tues 12 | Gallery Café |Tasty Tuesday 1.00pm
Tues 12 | Parish Hall Parish Hall Meeting followed by Annual 5.30-9.30pm
and scheduled Parish Council meetings
Fri 22 Gallery Café | Police Community Support Officer meeting | 11.00am
Fri 22 Parish Hall 4Cs 11.00 - 12 noon
Sun 24 | Various Walking Group 10.30am
Fr 29 See page 8 Knighton Pilgrimage Event See page 8
Regular Weekly Activities
Date Venue Event Time
Mondays Parish Hall Zumba 6.00 - 7.00 pm
Tuesdays Parish Hall Move it or Lose it! 11.00 - 12 noon
Wednesdays |Parish Hall | T’ai Chi 10.00 - 11.00am
Parish Hall Art Group 2.00 - 4.30pm
St. Leonard’s | Birchpole Singers 7.15-9.15pm
Thursdays Parish Hall Pilates 10.45-11.45am
Fridays Parish Hall Bowls 7.30-9.30pm

See ‘What’s on’ pages for more details of events
Check www.yarpole.org for up to date information and any changes
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LOCAL NEWS AND NOTICES

MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE
Patients’ Participation Group (PPG) April 2026
Covid Spring Boosters

For those who are eligible, a session has been held at Kingsland. Sessions at
Leintwardine & Orlelton surgeries will be on Saturday 9 May.

Holiday Vaccinations

The surgery needs 6 weeks’ notice for holiday vaccinations as they may need to be
ordered in. Requests can be made by completing the form on the surgery website.

Missed Appointments

The number of missed appointments for last month has reduced slightly but we still
need to do better! Please let the surgery know as soon as possible if you cannot attend.
Interestingly, missed nurse appointments outnumbered missed doctor appointments.

St. Leonard’s Church and Community Hub

Our church and community hub is a superb venue for your next celebration or
special event — whether it be for an exhibition, an illustrated talk, a musical soirée, a
family gathering, a special anniversary or a public event.

With flexible space, outstanding acoustics, an atmospheric setting and superb
support from a team of volunteers, it is a unique location for you.

For booking enquiries email us at : yarpolechurchbookings@gmail.com

Grafted Apple Trees
2-3 year old named dessert, cookers, cider varieties DA\WN
In pots—£20 (discount for bulk) Mobile Hairdresser
Discovery, Ashmead'’s, Kernel, Russets & more... . .
Root stock: M25 vigorous; Halrdressmg
M111 & MM106 semi-vigorous for all the famﬂy
Advice on tree/orchard management also provided o
Contact Chris, 07939 864732 Fully qualified
Waterloo Farm, SY8 4JG T Dawn Goodwin
applewoodcourses@yahoo.com
www.applewoodcourses.com 01 568 770387
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MORTIMER VETS

Martimer Vets is an independently run and cwned vets.
Here's a bit about us:

= Truly mdependent local veterinary practics

= Owr friendly experienced team offer professional care for your
dﬂ-gi- cats, horses and small pets

* Modern treatment and diagnostic facilities with full in-patient

cane and out of howrs hospitalEation if reguined

Preventative health care plans available

= Small animal out of howrs advice senace LS DU ST VTS,
supported by Vets Now for emergency treatmaent if requined

L Fu'izf--“-"equ-ne emargency senace Covefmg Herefordshire,
Shropahirg and Wortestershirg

» [Eagy access from A4S and A4, ample parking

CONTACT US AND FIND US:

Unit T Morthern Lights Business Park, Opaning howrs: Mon-Fri - 830am-530pm FOLLOW US Oz
Leomirster HRG 05W Out of hours amaergency service available, @ =
=

info@mortimensets.coul | 01568 B0300

OAK TREE FUNERAL SERVICES

The Only Independent Family Funeral Directors

In Leominster

19 Broad Street, Leominster Tel: 01568 250030

(24 hour service)
Email: oaktreefuneralservices1(@gmail.com

www.oaktreefuneralservices.co.uk
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A YARPOLE COMMUNITY SHOP ASSOCIATION LTD. A
8 Annual Members’ Meeting S
Cé@ﬁ?‘ﬁﬁ* To be held on Thursday 18+ June 2026 at 7.00pm CDY;\;EE&L IETY
at St Leonard’s Church, Green Lane, Yarpole HRE OBB
Agenda
1. Welcome
2. Apologies

3. Approval of the minutes of the AMM held on 5 June 2025
4. Matters arising from the minutes of the 2025 AMM
5. Chair's Report
6. Report on the state of membership and the membership strategy
7. Receipt of the Financial Accounts for 2025
a. Acceptance by the members of the 2025 accounts

b. To agree that the 2026 accounts may be prepared without an audit and presented with an
accountant’s report.

8. Appointment of Accountants for 2026

9. Election of the Management Board

A summary of the 2025 unaudited accounts will be posted on the shop website at www.yarpole.org prior
to the meeting. A full set of the 2025 accounts will be made available for inspection at the shop after the
AMM.

Nomination forms for the election of members to the Management Board are avallable at the shop and
on the shop website at www.yarpale org, Please return completed forms for the attention of the

Company Secretary, Lindsay Slade, via the Shop or emailed to secretary@yarpoleshop.org.uk by Friday
29th May 2026.

Please stay with us for a glass of wine or a soft drink after the meeting

Yarpole Community Shop Association Ltd., 5t Leonard's Church, Green Lane, Yarpole HRE OBE. Tel: 01568 780143, Reglstration
Mo, 29911R (Registered with the finandal Conduct Authority) Registered in England and Wales.

13



The Power of Love

In any 45-year relationship, there are bound to be one or two ‘stress points’, which could
make or break the whole affair. These have an especial effect early in a partnership, and
that of Gill and myself is no exception. Here are a couple of tricky episodes that could
have spelled disaster.

The first occurred very soon after we met and started dating, probably early in 1980. At
that time, | was living in a rather tacky, but romantic seaside flat in Kemp Town, the
bohemian end of Brighton. (I couldn’t afford to live there now, of course!) | had invited
Gill to our first, romantic dinner together. The table, set in a large bow window,
overlooking the sunset sea, was set with candles, the wine was breathing nicely, and the
chicken curry, my signature dish (or rather, my only dish) was simmering on the stove. Gill
was seated in some anticipation (or maybe it was trepidation!)

| carried in the pan with the rice and set it on the table. And then turned my attention to
my piece de resistance. Now, the pans, cutlery, etc. all came with the flat. Furnished was
the usual way of renting back in the day. The saucepan holding the curry had been ‘round
the block’ a bit. The handle was originally held on by three rivets, in a triangular bracket.
The bottom rivet had long since given up the ghost, so the handle was somewhat
insecure. This should have been a warning to me, but it wasn’t, and, just as | had stepped
into the living room, the remaining rivets popped out. The pan and its contents did a
somersault and landed, upside down, on the carpet. | was left, horror-stuck, holding the
now redundant handle.

| thought it was all over, but Gill graciously came over to assist and, lifting the pan off the
steaming pile on the floor cheerfully remarked, “It's alright. We can still eat some of
that!”

So together, we scraped off as much of the curry that wasn’t actually touching the carpet,
put it back in a different pan, warmed it up and ate it. It was delicious. We then had to
clean up the carpet. Luckily, it was dark brown, so hardly stained at all, but on warm
summer days, when the sun was beating through the south-facing windows, a pervasive
smell of chicken korma permeated the room.

A year or so into our relationship, when | was trying to set myself up as a freelance author
and editor, | took a job as a part time van driver for a clothing sweat shop in Shoreham.
This involved delivering completed garments to a warehouse in the West End of London
and bringing back rolls of cloth for the next batch. Gill had, by now, moved into the flat
and was anxious to improve the look with some house plants. | suggested therefore, that |
give her a ride in the van to the Homebase store in Croydon. This | did, agreeing to meet
her in a little café over the road around 1 o’clock.

At the time, | was writing a book for children, on the life of Fidel Castro. (How times have
changed.) So, having finished at the warehouse, | drove the van to Holborn library, where
| knew they had some books that would be useful in my research. | left the van parked on
a double-yellow line, just off Theobald’s Road, and locked it, leaving the hazard lights
flashing.
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I must have been longer than anticipated because when | returned to the van, it had
vanished. Now, Holborn Police Station was just along the road, so | hot-footed it there and
reported to the desk sergeant that my van had been taken.

“Yeah, we've got it,” was his curt reply. “It’s in the police pound in Tottenham Hale, and it
will cost you £70 to get it back!” Needless to say, | didn’t have that sort of money, so | had
to go back to the warehouse, cadge the cash and then make my way almost to the end of

the Victoria Line and retrieve my transport.

Meanwhile, back in Croydon, Gill had been happily shopping for home improvements.
She’d bought a large Swiss cheese plant, a huge rubber plant and various other bits and
bobs. With both hands full, she staggered over to our point of rendezvous and eagerly
awaited my arrival. Remember, that this was way before mobile phones became standard,
and | had no idea what the café was called. So she waited, and waited. 1 o’clock passed,
then 2 o’clock. Finally, at 3 o’clock, assuming | had forgotten her, she made her way
unsteadily to East Croydon station, and took the train, and then the bus back to the flat.

Funnily enough, and my memory could be failing me here, | don’t remember her being
particularly cross. More sympathetic with my desperate plight. Bless her.

That’s just two incidents. I’'m not going to mention our aborted honeymoon, when the
exhaust pipe, which | was supposed to have got fixed, fell off Gill’s mini; the same mini |
later wrote off by driving over an unlit traffic island.

As the saying goes, love conquers all . . . and thank goodness for that.
Paul Humphrey

laeathil | 1L ANDYMEN &t 109
peyel | T, R, WL L B

WINDOW CLEANING - Traditional or Water-fed pole system

HOME & GARDEN MAINTENANCE o
GUTTERS & FASCIAS 023 \L‘Y
PAINTING -

DECORATING '

TILING m .
HEDGECUTTING & MOWING

Call Andy: 07855 813303 or Mark: 07825 854990
andymen1999@gmail.com
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Who doesn’t need a little ice cream....

The sunny days we have had have lifted spirits amongst retailers despite the gloomy
forecasts being made of food inflation hitting 10% by Christmas because of the war in
Iran.

Here in Yarpole we have used this as inspiration to offer our ice creams below the rec-
ommended retail price- so we can all enjoy a little treat for a bit less.

Don't forget we can often be more competitive than imagined and with rising petrol pric-
es adding to the cost of popping to the supermarket we hope you will bear us in mind as
we all try to keep our household outgoings down.

If there is something you fancy and you don't think we stock it do make an enquiry -
many of the lines we stock are a result of customers asking if they could be available and
this has helped to ensure the shop is the excellent pantry resource that it is.

Home-from-home delivery

Did you know that if you order online, you can ask for your parcel to be delivered to Yar-
pole Post Office?

This can sometimes be a cheaper option, and it also means that you don’t have to wait
around for your parcel to arrive. It is also great news for the shop as every transaction
results in a small payment to us which all helps with our running costs.

Annual Members’ Meeting

Please also see the agenda for our 2026 Annual Members’ Meeting on page 13 - hope to
see you there.

Jon & Rowena

SHOP AND POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS

Shop Post Office
Monday - Friday 9.00am - 5.00 pm 9.00am - 12 noon
Saturday 9.00am - 1.00 pm 9.00am - 12 noon
Sunday/Bank Holidays closed except for pre-ordered newspapers

Tel: 01568 780148 Email: yarpoleshop@mail.com
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THE GALLERY CAFE

Tasty Tuesday will be on Tuesday 12 May at 1.00pm

Honey Mustard Chicken with new potatoes and green vegetables - veggie
option too! - followed by lemon pots and shortbread, with tea or coffee

Please book by 3.00pm on Friday 8 May

Please inform us of any allergies; we are happy to cater for individual needs where
possible. To book please email: gallerycafeyarpole@outlook.com, call the café during
opening hours on 01568 780594 or drop in to see us in person. There will be a booking
sheet on the tall cupboard.

Join us for a Cream Tea
Thursday 28 and Friday 29 May 2.00 - 4.00pm

Please book using the contact information above

£7.50 per person

A volunteer is needed to help on Thursday lunchtimes: 12.00 - 2.00pm
Please get in touch! gallerycafeyarpole@outlook.com

Thank you to all the people who support the Café

Gallery Café Opening Hours

Monday — Wednesday 10.30 - 12.30 for drinks & cakes
Thursday — Friday 10.30 - 3.00, serving lunch 12.00 - 2.00pm
Saturday 10.30 - 12.30 for brunch
For enquiries/bookings, drop in to see us in person or
email gallerycafeyarpole@outlook.com,
or phone 01568 780594 (opening hours only)
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Norris

cMiles

SOLICITORS

01584 810575

6 Market Square
Tenbury Wells
WR15 BBW

www.norrisandmiles.co.uk
post@norrismiles.co.uk

Local Legal Advice

Willsand Powers of Attorney
Property sale and purchase
Administration of Estates and Tax Planning

Business and farm sales, purchase and
Tenancies

Grant and Review of Easements and
Covenants

Divorce, separation, finance and children

Prenups and Cohabitation Agreements

Hereford

01432344779
hereford@jacksonproperty.uk

Leominster

01568 610600 Local People

leominster@jacksonproperty.uk

Expert Knowledge EEITRE

info@ );ﬁlirofﬁce.co‘ul\ Nation al Mar ket in g INSTANT VALUATION HERE




THE BODY CLINIC
LEOMINSTER

Holistic Therapies and Support for
Health - Pain - Mobility - Wellbeing

OUR SERVICES

@ Health Assessments & Counselling

& Holistic Massage & Hypnotherapy

@ Sports Massage ¢ Reflexology

& Acupuncture @ Stress Management
& Osteopathy & Wellbeing Therapies
& Physiotherapy )
@ Nutritional Therapy & Pain & Injury
& Intolerance Testing Management

Men's & Women's health

17 West Street, Leominster

07568 368907 07493 078 566
www.thebodyclinicleominster.co.uk

Fully equipped therapy rooms for rent with flexible rates
Contact us for more information

Private Carer and Personal Assistant

If you want full control over the care
and support that you or a loved one
receives, then the best way of doing
this is to hire your own private carer.
Fully qualified foot health
practitioner.

Contact me today to discuss all your
requirements.

Ring Nina 07375 520 646

A U XWINDOWS

Mike Thompson
With over 25 years experience in the Glazing Industry, Mike
iswell placed to meet all of yoUT glazing needs with a
thoughtful and conscientious approach
...including but not limited to:

Windows
Doors
Conservatories
Porches
Fascias
Guttering
Misted Units
Repairs
Glass Replacement

Contact Mike below to discuss your glazing needs and arrange a no
obligation quote.

mike@luxwindows.co.uk | 07943 522948

Qualitymark.

[[[[

CERTASS (et the oun thine n. ..

AppleMacMechanlc

for all Apple Mac Computers

Lee Jones
07875 67790

Support
Repairs

Service

Covering Herefordshire and al suroundng counties
Mobile service Competitive rates Spares

Upgrades

mail@applemacmechanic.co.uk -
www.applemacmechanic.co.uk RIELAN




At this time, we are reminded of the last occasion on which the
‘ disciples saw Jesus prior to his ascension into Heaven. At this
-

time Jesus gave them the gift of the Holy Spirit and instructed

them to spread His message throughout the world. At the end
of St. Matthew’s Gospel Jesus also says, ‘Know that | am with
you always; yes, to the end of time’.
c i_?HF:T __"L gl‘:fr';_‘r‘fé::;;'-f When | consider this, two things occur to me. Firstly, | think that
what He asked of the disciples was quite a tall order, especially
given the persecution they were to experience. As a modern-day Christian, | too am a
disciple of Christ, who received the gift of the Holy Spirit when | was baptised. When |
think of what | should do to spread the word of Christ, | often struggle to know how to
do this. Whilst | may not experience the persecution that early Christians faced, | know
that being a Christian is not very fashionable and can lead to judgement and derision

from others. But like the early Christians | have the most powerful of friends and allies in
the Holy Spirit.

Over the 62 years of my life, like most people, | have experienced times of difficulty, pain
and anguish, but | have always had the strength to get through these challenging times.
Looking back, | now realise that this strength did not come from me alone but also from
the working of the Holy Spirit within me.

As a Christian, | can harness the power of the Holy Spirit to spread the message of Jesus.
The most important message that Jesus gave us was to love one another. How | behave
towards others, in my actions, words and deeds, helps to share Jesus’ message of love
with those around me. Being kind, charitable, having a friendly ear and being forgiving,
can be ways in which we can all be disciples of Christ.

Secondly, | am struck by Jesus telling the disciples that He would always be with them,
even to the end of time. No matter what is happening in our lives or what is happening
in the world, Jesus is always there walking beside us. We may not see Him and may not
know that He is there. But, in our darkest moments He is with us. All too often we feel
anger and turn our backs on Him, at the times when we need Him the most. But if we
turn to Him and rest our heads on His shoulder, He will be there for us, and we will feel
His comfort and strength.

Dear Lord, thank you for the gift of your Holy Spirit and the strength you give us. Thank
you for being with us always, and never abandoning us, even though we may abandon
you. Help us to use the strength you give us, to lead lives of love and caring for each
other.
Amen

Jane Higgins, Local Minister

Go to https://www.hereford.anglican.org/news/parish-newsletter/, the Diocese of
Hereford’s website to see the Dean of Hereford’s message.
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i . .
St.I.eonard’s
MANAGEMENT

PRESERVING OUR PAST, BUILDING OUR FUTURE
CHARITY NUMBER 1196963

The funeral of our beloved Audrey was a fitting celebration of her life both as a mother
and as a long-serving and valued member of the Yarpole Community. In recent months,
Shanthi Menon has acted as Audrey’s understudy and the trustees are delighted to report
that she will now step fully into the role of SLM treasurer. By the time this edition of the
magazine is published, we are confident that Shanthi will have a comprehensive grasp of
this key role.

We are also delighted to report that Phil Daniels has been appointed as a trustee, joining
Sebastian Bowen, William Talbot-Ponsonby and myself. Many of you will know Phil from
his regular help in the shop and from his ten years as a resident in Yarpole. His
professional background will bring added skills and experience to SLM as he has
qualifications in Structural and Civil Engineering. With additional experience in Public
Health systems, he has extensive knowledge of water supply, drainage (foul and surface
water) as well as fire-prevention systems. So Phil is definitely the go-to person when the
St. Leonard’s toilets play up! He wants to continue to give back to his local community in
his retirement and we are very pleased to welcome him to the team. Phil will have
oversight of general repairs and maintenance of the church and Bell Tower and will have
the additional support of a great background team of Jeff Woodfield, Tim Ware, Chris
Howell and the Yarpole Men’s Shed.

Over the weekend of 19 - 21 June our beautiful church and the Bell Tower have been
hired by a couple with links to Bircher for their wedding reception. This will have an
impact on the opening hours of the Gallery Café and shop, and we are working very
closely with the PCC, Jackie Thomas, Jon Pitts and Rowena to minimise any disruption to
normal village life. We will provide updates via the village WhatsApp group so that
everyone is well-informed about the event. We understand that the Parish Hall has also
been booked for 20June with support from The Bell for the running of the bar. So there
promises to be strong community involvement.

The audio system in the Bell Tower has not been functioning for some time so it has been
removed in the hope that Matt Morgan can revive the superb recording of the oral
history of this magnificent building — the tenth oldest wooden structure in England. As in
previous summers, we will be promoting our extensive social history archives alongside
the historic church and Bell Tower during the Herefordshire Histories Festival, and we
hope that the audio system will be reinstated by then.

Gordon Ewing, Trustee
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Audrey Bott 1933-2026

My mother was born in Handsworth in 1933. Her father was a
house painter, and her mother was an accounts clerk, which no
doubt stood her in good stead in dealing with the various roles she
would later have in Yarpole!

She grew up in the war years and the blitz, and the austerity of
those times would never leave her; she was never one for replacing
anything until it was beyond repair or for frivolous extravagance.

She passed the 11 plus and went to King Edward’s Grammar School, ==
then on to teacher training college in Coventry. She was very sporting in her day and
played hockey at college and county level and did sport as part of her teacher training.

A life-long West Bromwich Albion supporter, she was a regular at the Hawthorns in her
younger days. Being a ‘Baggies’ fan may have been the source of her best-known
expression in the family: ‘very disappointing” with the emphasis on ‘very’.

Her teaching career started in Birmingham primary schools and here she would meet my
father. Married in 1960, they lived in a large Edwardian house heated only by coal fires
and | think it was in reaction to this that, in later years, her heating was never set below
25 degrees.

In 1968 we moved to Coventry where she worked at Woodlands School along with my
father. She taught the ‘remedial’ class but also ran the ‘reprographics’ department.
Always at the forefront of technology, in later years she became a ‘silver surfer’ and even
adopted internet banking although not without the odd incident!

My parents moved to Yarpole in 1984 and in time my mother became involved with
many aspects of village life. In the early 1980s she was elected to the Parish Council and
would serve for 29 years, resigning only a few weeks prior to her death, a record innings
for Yarpole. For many years she was Chairman — never Chairwoman — and oversaw a
more professional approach to running the organisation and meetings. She always
considered that her greatest achievement was the acquisition of the community field,
having worked tirelessly behind the scenes for many years.

In 2004 she became one of the original volunteers at the new community shop and
would remain a regular there until this January, latterly forming the Cherries and Berries
dream team with Ann. She had many other roles in the village, including working in the
Gallery Café, the Living History Group and latterly as Treasurer of St. Leonard’s
Management.

Her final illness was thankfully short and borne with wartime stoicism and she was very
comforted to spend her final days at St. Michael’s Hospice.

We will miss her, but I’'m sure she will be watching down and keeping a close eye on us

all — woe betide us should we be found to be ‘very disappointing’.
Martin Bott
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John Hargreaves 1936 - 2026

John was delivered at home in Pensby, Wirral by the
godmother of Yarpole’s very own postmistress, Rowena
Bennett-Jones. He was the youngest of 3 with 2 older sisters.
His father, a ship’s captain, was away for much of his
childhood especially during the war years and he died when
John was 13.

John enjoyed an eclectic work life which began with a ten-
year spell in Canada which included 3 years in the Royal
Canadian Airforce.

Soon after his return to England in 1964 he met and married his wife Dorothy, and it
wasn’t too long before the couple welcomed sons James, Adam and Matthew into the
family.

In 1975 John and Dorothy moved their young family to White House, Bircher Common
and stayed there.

After retirement in 2006 John enjoyed playing golf, meeting friends and generally getting
“out there”. His highly sociable nature meant he was one of the first to volunteer to help
run the new Yarpole Shop when it opened in St Leonard’s Church. This role in the
community brought him a lot of joy and he was sad to have to give it up after covid.

John’s passing sadly follows very closely that of his beloved wife Dorothy with whom he
spent nearly 60 years.

James, Adam and Matthew miss you both terribly and can only hope you are happily
reunited. R.I.P. Mum & Dad with love from ‘The Boys'.

Y=o toe——>>»
j.-, cgroling e
® eqawards
foot care Sea Dreams
Services include: Sammaafaat
« Neuro Vascular assessment S —
- Diabetic foothealth checks A luxury self-catering cottage just minutes
- Nail cut & file from the beach in Saundersfoot,
. Treatment of corns & callus Pembrokeshire
. Verucca treatment )
seadreamssaundersfoot.co.uk

FOR AN APPOI ONTACT: stay@holidaysaundersfoot.co.uk

. 07528 231462 Tel 07885 604720
. caroline.ISH@outlook.com
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We're recruiting!

services for

el Homecare Support Workers

1996 - 2026

e Excellent rates of pay, travel costs
and paid travel time

e Full training provided

e Leominster and surrounding areas

What you need:
e Full UK driving licence and access to a car

e Willingness to complete a DBS check
(we'll pay for it!)

Apply now... Voted best place 4o Wwork 2 years in

www.sdil.co.uk/vacancies & Yow - 50 \you Will be joining a team
01568 616653 jobs@s4il.co.uk Hhat really values its staff

ﬂ MARKHAMSGARAGELTD

TEL: 01568 708208 TAX 01568 709[159 EMAIL: INFO@MARKHAMSGARAGE.COM

+ Servicing and repairs
to all makes of cars and light commercial vehicles
« Electronic engine management & diagnostics
« MOT Testing station
* Air conditioning

* Fully functional tyre bay
« 4 wheel laser alignment

« Courtesy car available

Ve Opprtr Servoes Ay

R ) VOS'\% www.markhamsgarage.com ()




JDK SERVICES
HANDYMAN

« Interior painting & decorating  « Flooring (wood / laminate)
« Joinery, shelving and storage « Decking / gazebos

« Flat pack assembly « Mirror / TV bracket hanging
« Kitchen and bathroom tiling « Jet washing
« Victorian panelling ....much more, just ask

Y
¥ &
de 5

2 g % \! Call, WhatsApp or email to arrange for
: 2 MN

avisitand a no obligation free quote.

2

A professional handyman with 20 years B2B commerical experience ¢, 07582 484811

and 13 years as a handyman. | offer a wide range of services, see my =jamesdkl@hotmail.co.uk
website for further details. Works will be completed to the highest www.jdkhandyman.co.uk
standards and | will always treat you and your home with respect.

Google reviewed.
8 Areas covered:

« Fully insured « Trustworthy Yarpole, Brimfield, Ludlow,
« Local and reliable « Flexible Tenbury and Leominster

Services Offered

¢ Servicing * Lawnmowers
* Maintenance e Chainsaws
* Repairs e Strimmers
* Sales ¢ Smallholding
* Petrol & Diesel Equipment

Contact John Speke
Tel: 07785 558033
Email: info@monklandmowers.co.uk

BOOKINGS FOR AUTUMN
SERVICING NOW OPEN -
CALL TODRY TO BOOK

Where to find us
Unit 1, Western Close,
Croft Business Park,

Leominster
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PARISH HALL

May 2026

Parish Hall activities are listed on the Events Calendar (on page 10 this month). To make a
booking please contact Amanda Hordern on 01568 701996 or parishhall@yarpole.org or
go to www.yarpole.org and click on ‘Church & Parish Hall bookings’ to book online.

If you are interested in joining one of the classes please email Amanda, who will put you
in contact with the class organiser.

Parish Hall future dates

3 June: Parish Hall AGM
27 June: Summer BBQ and Ceilidh

AN \‘i |

GET INVOLVED

YOUR COMMUNITY
NEEDS YOU

We are still looking for new Committee members. Three of our longstanding members
have stepped down or are about to do so. We have had one new member join us
recently, which is a great boost. She will take over as Secretary at the June AGM.
However, we would really welcome more new members , to enable us to continue to
run the Parish Hall. If you would like to help, please contact Amanda on 01568 701996
or email parishhall@vyarpole.org for an informal chat before taking any decision.

Together with St. Leonard’s Management we have reviewed the hire charges for the
two venues. It is 3 years since rates last increased and it has been agreed to implement
a modest increase in August. We have seen a rise in our annual expenditure especially
over the past year and a small rise in hire rates will help us to balance our annual
budget. The hire charge for the main Parish Hall will increase by £1 per hour; that for
the Committee Room will remain at £10 per hour. A full list of rates is published on the
Yarpole website.

The library in the Hall Committee Room sees some usage, but we feel that we currently
have a good variety of books available to loan. If you have books to donate, why not
consider the bookshops at Berrington Hall or Croft Castle, or one of the local telephone
box libraries?

Amanda Hordern
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PARISH HALL

May 2026

200 Club winning numbers for April

4:£50 53:£20 155:£10
Jan Tandy — Lottery Administrator

Don’t forget that books can be taken out from the Parish Hall Library
whenever the building is open for an event. Just sign your book out in the
register and there is no time limit. DVDs and blu-rays of recent Flicks films
are also available to borrow.

ZUMBA FITNESS :mﬂ%
14 1

'-
'-
-'.‘
Z'.: Do you like to dance?
--.
'-
'-

¥ Why not try ZUMBA fitness, a programme
i % combining dance and fitness moves to _
l'- . . . oy . .

; ?

." international rhythms with additional toning? PLANT SALE
.-. Optlonal dumbbells or toning sticks are supplied.

Sunday May 17t" 2026
--. Go at your own pace and do not be put off or Orleton Village Hall
% compare yourself to YouTube videos! 10:30-amiuntil sold.out

Annuals and Perennials Tomato plants

(R TR T La T R T T T h T T R T o T Tk Tk Tk T Tk T ok kY

E-. Mondays 6 - 7pm at Yarpole Parish Hall, pay-as- :j-_:j i,
:" you-go sessions. ::-:I'_::: Bedding plants Shrubs Herbs Vegetables Fruit
& P it and ble prod
# Any questions, contact Mandy on 07538 218273 or :j;j Fruft and vegetable produce
i fedi Sharpening service for garden tools, knives,
--_: mandyharrison398@gmail.com i scissors etc :
-_-_.‘ '.5'-3 Bacon rolls, cakes, tea and coffee :\.__
= wa FREE ADMISSION — ALL WELCOME i
T T T S A S R e
A __. lan Mackay: Electrician
) I’EZ': Quick response, local and reliable
Victoria Allen Funeral Services No-obligation fixed quotes
8 Charlton Rise, Ludlow, Shropshire o . .
SY8 1ND Domestic installation and repairs
01584 879035 Landlord & homeowner safety inspections
Email: vafs@btinternet.com Condition reports for house sales
www.vallenfuneralsludlow.co.uk ian.gf. mackay@gmail.com cw&
An Independent Family Business G
All Areas Covered, 24 Hour Service 07736 302 297 or 07396 578 662

27


mailto:mandyharrison398@gmail.com

Yarpole Group Parish Council

Two members of public were welcomed to the meeting on 7 April.
Topics discussed —

© < A date for your diary! Meetings have been arranged for Tuesday
T 12 May as follows: Starting at 6pm in Yarpole Parish Hall, the
Annual Parish Meetings for Lucton Parish and Croft & Yarpole Parish. These meetings
are for electors to discuss parish affairs and ask questions. They are aimed at enhancing
community engagement. Discussing the pros and cons of buying exercise equipment for
the Community Meadow will be on the agenda. This meeting will be immediately
followed by the Annual Parish Council meeting and the scheduled May meeting.
Everyone is welcome — stay for all three meetings or leave when you wish to do so!

A donation of £45 to Wigmore High School. This year, made in memory of former
Councillor Audrey Bott, who will be honoured in the awards programme.

Herefordshire Council funding scheme for Drainage (maintenance and creation of new
assets). A tour of the Parish, arranged by Clir Cadwallader, with the Lengthsman and Clir
Hill, provided information on potential projects, for which they are thanked.

Public Rights of Way funding is also available, and a kissing gate on the YP7 (exit to steps
at the Community Meadow) will be considered. Advice will be taken on whether the
steep slope at entrance to LK14A opposite Lucton War Memorial can be improved. If you
know of problems on the network, please contact the Parish Footpaths Officer, David
Teale 01568 780613 / 07973 195062 davidteale@email.com, or Maggie Brown,
clerk@vyarpolegroupparishcouncil.gov.uk.

At the request of the Parochial Church Council, whether to adopt paths to the east of the
church (from Green Lane, by the phone box) and from the church towards the C1039 was
discussed. The Parish Council did not agree to take on responsibility but is happy to
explore ways it may assist with maintenance.

A WhatsApp poll on whether residents would use exercise equipment at the Community
Meadow recorded fifty-four who would use it, and eleven who would not. Discussions
included where items might be placed, the space that would be needed, potential
guidelines regarding proximity to the playground, not promoting one area of fitness over
another, e.g. exercise equipment versus rounders games or similar using the green space.
Residents are invited to discuss this at the Annual Parish Meeting on 12 May at 6pm at
the Parish Hall.

The Men’s Shed group is thanked for maintenance work taking place on the Community
Meadow picnic bench, and for offering to help arrange painting of the post and rail fence
by the stream in Yarpole.

Do come along to a meeting or contact the council with questions or concerns. Upcoming
dates are 12 May, 6pm Annual Parish Meetings, followed by the Annual and Scheduled
meetings of the Parish Council, 2 June and 7 July normally at 7pm at the Parish Hall.
Mrs Maggie Brown, Clerk. clerk@yarpolegroupparishcouncil.gov.uk 0739 8222310
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Herefordshire
Council

News from our County Councillor

So far April has been a very strange month weather-wise; we have had rain, hail, snow
showers, frost and temperatures reaching 21°C, all in the space of 12 days. | hope the
weather will settle down not least of all because many of the vegetables | have planted
recently are very much not frost-proof!

On Tuesday 31 March | attended the funeral of former Clir Audrey Bott. | was not
surprised to see the church full, with standing room only. For those of you who don’t
know, Audrey was the longest serving Parish Councillor in the history of Yarpole having
served for 31 years. Whilst | only had the privilege of knowing Audrey for a few years, |
will always remember her passion for the village and her sense of duty to the area. She
will be missed but | am sure her legacy will continue in all the areas of village life she
contributed to.

The Parish Council is currently working through two grant applications to Herefordshire
Council. One of these is for Public Rights of Way improvements and the other is for
Highways Drainage (both maintenance and improvement) so if you have any ideas or a
particular project in mind then please do get in touch.

Between 13 and 29 March, Herefordshire Council (like many in the country) supports the
Great British Spring Clean which is organised by Keep Britain Tidy. The purpose of this is
to highlight littering and encourage volunteers to get out and about in their communities
picking up litter and improving their local environment. | managed to get out several
times doing litter picks of my own, but | also wanted to thank the Yarpole volunteers who
cleared up the layby by Cockgate and other areas of the B4362; | for one have certainly
noticed the improvement. Why people feel the need to litter the countryside | will never
know. On the subject of litter, | have also helped facilitate the removal of the litter bin on
the B4361 in the layby as you head towards Orleton. The amount of fly-tipping and litter
adjacent to the bin has been causing an issue for some time and the bin has been
removed on a trial basis to see whether the situation improves. So far, | am pleased to
report that it has, and we will be looking to make the removal permanent subject to the
views of parish councillors and residents at the next council meeting.

As always if you have any concerns, issues or would just like a chat then please do get in
touch.

Dan Hurcomb
dan.hurcomb@herefordshire.gov.uk
07837726821
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Need a building surveyor?
ow o Structural surveys/costings
(‘\Q ¢ Planning permissions
o Listed building consents
Particular sympathy for older properties
Barrie Morgan MRICS MCIOB

e Architectural drawing
RICS . Building regs applications
01568 780 761

@ 7
ROsi€s

Room:

City &
Guilds
Qualified
dog groomer

Caring and professional

01568 780855

ELECTRICAL
SERVICES
(Hfds) LTD

Tom Jenkins
M. 07446 130 883

! tomkcelectricalservices@gmail.com

www.rosiesgrooming.co.uk
X x
Oven
W:zards

Call today to have your oven,hob,extractor,
microwave or Aga professionally cleaned

Rob Rosser
07817 477850
robrosser@ovenwizards.com
www.ovenwizards.com

Firenze Catering
for all occasions

Jackie Thomas

07526212176 / 01584877190
firenzecatering66@gmail.com

Firewood for sale

tel 01568 780414

W

Chimney Sw

ep

ICS Trained & fully insured

Tel: 01568 780417

Mob: 07837 935 102

Only £5 for an advert in this space
£50 for a whole year
For more information contact:

newsletter@yarpole.org
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FIREWOOD SUPPLIES

Seasoned hardwood available
Delivered in a cubic metre bag

. . . Com'pany: Steven Mantle
Reliable friendly service Frewood Suppls

Certificate No: WS989/00001
Free local delivery

Call Steve Mantle
07980 775838
01568 615565 (Evenings)

AT

INTERIORS

A LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED in 1963
Curtains, Roman Blinds, Loose Covers, Upholstery, Cushions.
Poles, Rails & Plantation Shutters.

Roller, Vertical, Venetian and Integral Blinds.

Bespoke Soft Furnishings, Smart Technology and Interior Design Advice.
An extensive range of pattern books in our showroom, an onsite workroom,
along with our Little Fabric Shop for all your textile based projects.
Bagley’s Croft, Brinsop, Herefordshire HR4 7AT
www.coachhouse-interiors.com
01981 500777
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Th e B e I I I s c h a n g I n g The Morimer Community Benefit
eoe kg - Society; owner of the Bell at
THE BELL | Yarpole. Managed for ihe beneft of
¥

at Yarpole the community.

After two and a half remarkable years of the
committee managing and running The Bell, we're
excited to share some big news: new tenants will
be taking over from June.

Looking back, the past few years have truly been a roller coaster. We started with a
closed pub and a blank slate, and together we’ve built something very special: a thriving,
welcoming business at the heart of the community. Today, over 70% of our trade comes
from outside the parish, a testament to how far The Bell has come.

We couldn’t have done it alone. So many people have supported us along the way. In
those early days, Graham and Lynn were instrumental, generously sharing their
knowledge and teaching us the basics of running a cellar and a pub. Their guidance
helped lay the foundations for everything that followed.

Since then, we’ve gone from strength to strength. Our Sunday lunches are now regularly
sold out, and we’re incredibly proud to have recently been awarded a 5-star hygiene
rating. These are achievements we can all celebrate.

As this chapter comes to a close, we invite you to join us for a proper send-off. Our final
day of trading will be the May Bank Holiday on 4 May. Let’s make it a day to remember!
Graham and Lynn will also be saying goodbye to Yarpole, and we’ll be marking the
occasion with Streetfood Collective (Josh’s pizzas): good food, good beer, good company,
and a chance to celebrate everything we’ve built together. And there will be a quiz for all
ages! We started with a quiz. What better way to finish!

Following the Bank Holiday, the pub will close briefly for refurbishment as our new
tenants, Michelle and Blaine, prepare to take over. They bring with them 20 years of
shared experience in hospitality and they spent the last 7 years successfully running their
previous pub, The Crown at Clunton. We're delighted to be handing The Bell into such
capable hands, and we know they’re looking forward to becoming part of village life.

Finally, a heartfelt thank you to everyone who has been part of this journey; our
dedicated staff, tireless volunteers, and fellow committee members. Your support, hard
work, and belief in what we could achieve have made all the difference.

Here’s to the next chapter of The Bell.

Monday 4 May Bank Holiday. Join us at the Bell for our last working day. Enjoy the
Grand Bell Car Boot Sale from 10.00am till midday. Enjoy a pizza. Help us clear the cellar;
there can be no draft beer or cider left. Also, opened bottles need to be finished. Let’s
make our last day of trading be a day to remember! Even if you’ve never been before it’s
your last chance to enjoy the Bell as it is. A community-managed pub for everyone!
Julian Stokes
Use Local. Or Bye Bye Local.
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Yarpole Men’s Shed "

I MEN'S SHEDS
ASSOCIATION

We could measure the success of the Men’s Shed by the number of community projects
it has already undertaken. We could also look at how many new projects are already on
the list and being planned. Perhaps, though, its greatest success is in bringing together
an increasing number of men who enjoy the friendliness, male companionship and good-
humoured banter of the group.

When we work together or meet up for a drink and a chat we get know each other
better through the stories we tell. There is a lot of life experience within our group and
many stories to be told. (Possibly not all suitable for the Parish Newsletter!)

At another time, where we lived and our very different working lives might have meant
that we had very little in common with each other. Now, though, we are all ‘Shedders’
and members of a supportive group with common aims. We can’t fix the whole world,
but we can do our bit for Yarpole Parish. That’s our real success.

Interested in joining us? Membership is open to men residing in Yarpole Parish and
surrounding areas. Whether you are interested in helping with community-based
projects, just socialising or feel you would like to get involved in developing the group’s
activities, we would like to hear from you. Here’s how to find us:

On email: yarpoleshed@gmail.com

At the Mens’ Shed: Our shed, located behind The Bell, is open every Wednesday from
10.00am. to 11.30am. Shed members meet here to work on one of our current projects
or to just get together for a cup of tea and a chat.

At a social evening: We meet at The Bell on the third Thursday of each month at
7.00pm. This is a good time to come along, meet some of us and find out more about the
Men’s Shed.

Trevor Edwards

We specialise in all plumbing needs,
from bathroom installations to
outside taps. Including tiling and
emergency call outs. Contact Chris
on 07816949006 to arrange a free no
obligation quote.
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‘#  C.P. AERIALS -~

¥,

CIliff Price

.
\

TV Aerials, Satellites and Digital Installed
TV and Cameras Installed
FreeView and FreeSat Installed
Sky HD Systems & DAB Aerials

)

Freesat

Multiroom Systems
Free Quotations

Tel: 01544 388647

Mob: 07971 534080

cpaerials@btinternet.com

3

Freeview

LEOMINSTER OSTEOPATHS & THERAPIES CLINIC £

Relieve Pain
Restore Health

V/ Long-standing Expertise in Pain
& Injury Relief Since 1989

/ Find Out How Osteopathy Can
Help Your Symptoms with a
FREE Consultation. Call Now

Hearing Care
Clinic
V' FREE Hearing Assessments:
Maintain Your Ear Health
v/ Gold Standard Ear Wax Removal

v/ FREE Ear Wax Checks: Examine,
Diagnose & Get Expert Advice

Holistic Massage
Treatments

V' Bespoke Massages: Relieve
Aches, Pains, Stress & Relax

V' Deep Tissue, Hot Stones,
Pregnancy Massages & More

Vv 1-21 Baby Massage Classes

Nutritional
Therapy

/ Registered Nutritionist
Specialising in Digestive,
Hormonal & Blood Sugar Issues,
Weight Management and More

V/ Lab Testing Available

V/ FREE Nutrition Consultations

Foot Health
Clinic

V/ Experience Relief with Foot
Treatments, Provided by
Experienced and Dedicated
Foot Health Experts

V/ Expert Diabetic Foot Care

V' FREE Foot Examinations

Spinal
Decompression
(IDD) Therapy
V' Unlock Relief: Targeted
Treatment for Persistent
Sciatica, Back, Neck & Leg Pain

v/ Book Your FREE IDD Therapy
Consultation Today

05, LEOMINSTER OSTEOPATHS
) §° & THERAPIES

TALKTO US
01568 610610

enquiries@leominsterosteopaths.co.uk
www.osteopathicclinic.co.uk
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Caring for and supporting

Kemble people in the comfort of

their own home since 1
atHome ' 3

Kemble at Home is a multiple award-winning, local, family
company. We have been providing OUTSTANDING visiting and
live-in care for people in Herefordshire and Shropshire for
over 30 years. If you would like more information about how
we can support you, please contact us.

www.kembleathome.co.uk

01432 352 443 | enquiries@kembleathome.co.uk
Sigeric Business Park | Holme Lacy Road | Hereford HR2 6BQ

Mayglothling
SEPTIC TANK DUE?

G 01534230364 || Bt
(¥ Sewage Collection (¥ Engineer Services CO L I N V I C KR ESS

(¥f Jetting Services  (Vf Drainage Surveys

2.0.0.0.0.¢ Building & Renovations

RATED BY HOUSEHOLDS ACROSS THE
WEST MIDLANDS & WALES

“Excellent ser\_li;t:g:\::aztart to finish.” NEW buuds. ExtenSiﬂns
. & refurbishments

colinbuildi@gmail_com

07968 768011 { 01568 612699
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s, YARPOLE PARISH ¥ (B0
o 07885 =
£ 525776 :  GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME g ﬁ’

1 X
“ghbov* Our mission: to provide the kind of Yarpole
practical assistance and support that a

good neighbour would offer.

o

We’ve been joined by 2 new volunteers - thank you!
So let’s put them to work...

We can help with plenty of tasks, just give us a call!
We're still here - Use Us or Lose Us

Do you know someone who could benefit from the Good Neighbour Scheme?
Please get in touch — 07885 525776

WHAT'S ON AT 4Cs?

Our summer programme is already arranged, awaiting your attendance on the 4th Friday
of each month. Company, chat, coffee, and cake in abundance. Join us; it’s fun.

Friday 22 May
Roz Johnson will tell us about the activities of Local group ECHO, dealing with clients with
learning difficulties.

Friday 26 June
Well-known local resident Adam Scott, currently Chair of our Parish Council will explain
what the PC can (and can’t!) do and how it operates.

Friday 24 July
Murdo White will demonstrate how to play the bagpipes, a rare and unusual treat
indeed.

Need a lift? Ring Val on 01568 780807

MOVE IT OR LOSE IT

Summer is a good time to begin the habit of taking regular exercise. Move it or Lose It
continues to offer just such an opportunity on Tuesday mornings from 11.00 until noon.

The usual coffee and cake are on tap after you’ve had your fun and benefitted
healthwise.

Men, are you listening? Join us!
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News from the Leominster Area Branch

Seeing is Bee-lieving: A Fascinating Insight into Our Local Pollinators

Leominster Area Branch of Herefordshire Wildlife Trust hosted this engaging and eye-
opening talk from local expert Martha on one of nature’s most important creatures: the
bee. The Forbury Chapel was filled with members and local residents keen to learn about
these pollinators.

The afternoon began with a light-hearted photo quiz, challenging us to distinguish bees
from other similar-looking insects. Many were surprised to find how tricky this can be, as
several species cleverly mimic bees in appearance. Using her own photographic slides,
Martha introduced the audience to the remarkable diversity of bees found in the UK.
There are over 240 species of solitary wild bees, alongside more than twenty types of
bumblebees, including the aptly named cuckoo bumblebee.

The talk highlighted the appearance, life cycle and wide variety of nesting habits among
bees. Contrary to popular belief, only honeybees and bumblebees live in colonies. The
fat bumblebees spotted early in spring are the queens emerging from winter
hibernation, now searching for suitable nesting sites. These may include underground
burrows, spaces beneath sheds, or even compost heaps. Other species prefer to nest
above ground, making homes in thick grass or mossy vegetation.

Gardeners were encouraged to support local bee populations by leaving undisturbed
areas in their gardens to provide natural nesting opportunities. Martha also showed
some simple 'bee houses’ which we could make for solitary bees. These can be easily
created using everyday items such as plant pots, cardboard cartons, or old bird boxes,
filled with bamboo canes. The talk finished with a lively Q&A session and served as a
timely reminder of the crucial role bees play in our ecosystem—and how small changes
in our own gardens can help ensure their survival.

Our next talk, ‘Gardening for Resilience, Wildlife and Productivity’ by Chris Evans of
Applewood Permaculture Centre, Orleton takes place on Thurs 21 May, 19.00 - 20.30 at
the Forbury Chapel, Church St., Leominster, HR6 8NQ. Members £2, non-members £3

Diana Emes leominsterbranch@herefordshirewt.co.uk
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THE CURIOUS GARDENER
Portrait of a lady

It was an accepted part of the English horticultural scene in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries that if a particularly beautiful plant was discovered it would be
named after someone either very rich or very famous. One of my favourite plants in the
garden, Rosa banksiae ‘Lutea’, commonly known as Lady Banks’ Yellow Rose, was named
after the wife of Sir Joseph Banks. Sir Joseph was a famous botanist who was appointed
Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew in 1797, and when a particularly lovely
yellow rambling rose was sent to Kew from China by a plant hunter it was named in
honour of Lady Dorothea Banks.

You might assume that Dorothea was a keen plantsperson like her husband, but no.
Gardening didn’t interest her: she was nuts about old china and collected porcelain as
obsessively as her husband collected plants. Perhaps this exquisite rose was chosen to
bear her name because she was a great beauty? Well no, unfortunately not. Portraits
show a cheerfully plump person with several chins, a florid complexion and a nose that
grew increasingly stout with age. But contemporaries commented on her good humour,
and this is something Lady Banks’ Yellow Rose has in abundance.

For a start, the shiny, bright green
stems are thornless, so you can train
it, prune it and cut buttonholes from
it without gloves. Then it’s such an
early flowerer: you can expect to see
the buds starting to open any time
from mid-April onwards. The blooms
are like tiny vyellow pompoms,
produced in neat little clusters, and
the quantity is astonishing. It’s like a
fountain of shimmering vyellow
shooting up into the air and
cascading down again in great long tresses. By the time you read this, ours should be in
full flight, so take a walk up Welshman’s Lane and see it for yourself. You won’t get the
full effect from the road because we have to cut it back on the roadside to stop it being a
nuisance to passers-by, but if you peep through the garden door you'll get some idea of
how tremendous it is on the garden side.

The main thing you need to know if you’re thinking of planting one, as well as the fact
that it’s a real sun-lover, is that if it's happy it will go wild. And | mean wild. Peter
savages ours each year in a way that makes me wince, but it just keeps coming back with
undimmed enthusiasm. Like its namesake, Lady Banks, the older it gets the bigger it gets
— but if you want a good-humoured companion, you couldn’t ask for anything better.

Sue Russell
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.’, ORLETON AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB '

Zarnla Raised-Bed Vegetable Gardening e

On 31 March we welcomed Marion Stainton, a horticulturist with an interest in
sustainable, environmentally-friendly gardening. She has been involved in planning
domestic, commercial and community projects.

Vegetables have been grown in raised beds since medieval times. In monastery gardens
the beds were edged with wattle fences. Victorian bedding schemes were planted on
raised beds but it was not until the 1970s that these became fully enclosed. Timber is
ideal, modern treatments will not harm plants, but railway sleepers should be avoided
because of the creosote content.

Marion advocates the no-dig method. Double digging can result in a pan; it damages soil
mycorrhiza and brings weed seeds to the surface. Mulching enriches the soil and the
organic matter acts like a sponge. Healthy soil begets healthy plants and they have been
found to grow better in a firmer soil. The optimum width of a bed is 1.5m to allow
access from either side. Pathways should be wide enough to accommodate a
wheelbarrow, approximately 0.5m.

Crop rotation is advised to prevent the buildup of pests and diseases and a minimum of
three beds is required. Potatoes make a good first crop followed perhaps by brassicas
and then legumes. Harvesting times should be checked as often a second crop can be
grown, salad crops may be grown alongside brassicas for example as they will be ready
before the latter have matured. Vigilance is needed to spot pests and diseases.
Brassicas can be grown in a cage, and salads and carrots do well under fleece draped
over wire hoops. Homemade cardboard collars may be used around strawberry plants.

Marion accompanied her informative talk with slides of her enviably well-ordered
vegetable garden and provided leaflets detailing advice on crop rotation.

Ghislaine Arundale

On Sunday 17 May we hold our Annual Plant Sale at Orleton Village Hall. Opens 10.30.
Refreshments tea and coffee, sausage and bacon rolls and cakes. A big variety of annuals
& perennials will be for sale. Sharpening service for tools.

On Tuesday 26 May Timothy Walker will give a talk entitled Scent in The Garden. The
talk is based on an award-winning Chelsea Flower Show garden and explores types of
plants, how to make your garden more fragrant and why plants are scented.

At Orleton Village Hall. Doors open 7.15pm for 8pm start. Non-members welcome at
£2.50 per person which includes tea or coffee. Annual Membership £15.00
www.orletongardeningclub.co.uk
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Hello everyone! Welcome to another edition of ‘Lisa’s

Book Nook’. As | sit writing this, the sun is shining, the L - )

evenings are getting lighter, and spring is well and truly my

here. In other words, it’s the perfect time of year to sit Boo.k/

down with a good book. Not that there is ever a bad

time, of course. | am going to be doing something a N

little bit different this month and only reviewing one

book. However, | enjoyed it so much | felt it deserved a more in-depth review than |
normally do on here. | hope you enjoy reading about it, and | will see you all next time.

Echolands: A Journey in Search of Boudica by Duncan Mackay - | went into this
book knowing very little about it. In fact, | had not even heard of it until it came up as a
recommendation on my Goodreads page. | came away pretty much certain it will be one
of my favourite books of 2026. Yes, | know we are only in April, but that is how good this
book is.

Part historical investigation, part travelogue, archaeologist Duncan Mackay takes the
reader on a thrilling journey of discovery around the UK, as he traces the Boudican
Revolt of AD 60-61. Using both written evidence (which is very limited in quantity)
alongside physical archaeological evidence, he quite literally follows in the footsteps of
Boudica and the Iceni, visiting sites such as Camulodunum (Colchester), Londinium
(London) and Verulamium (St Albans) whilst investigating what might have happened
during that turbulent period in British history. In so doing, he not only brings this violent
echo from the past to life, but he also demonstrates that history is all around us, in
buildings, in archaeology, in nature, in the landscape, everywhere. You just have to take
time to look for it.

This is a beautifully written book. It is the perfect mix of scholarly and fun, and Mackay’s
passion for his subject radiates from every page. His enthusiasm is infectious, as reading
this made me want to go on my own little Boudican pilgrimage. | also like how he makes
sure to explore the rebellion from both sides, which allows the reader to build up as full
a picture as possible. After all, you cannot understand a story if you only read about half
of it. Where evidence is lacking, and it sometimes is, or there are question marks about
its reliability, he applies common sense and logic to come up with plausible explanations
and theories. He also takes care not to apply 21* century morals and sensibilities to this
near 2000-year-old event, which is a big plus as far as | am concerned. After all, as the
famous L.P. Hartley quote goes: ‘the past is a foreign country: they do things differently
there’.

As you will probably have guessed by now, | absolutely adored this book. Lovers and
enthusiasts of Roman history will lap it up, but it is also a book that will appeal to lots of
other people as well as it has so much to offer within its pages. Basically, if it sounds in
any way appealing to you, pick it up and give it a go. | could not get enough of it, and |
was actually sad when | reached the end. | can now only hope the talented Duncan
Mackay will write more books like this in the future.

Lisa North
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Looking for new flooring?
Why not pop down to J Stokes
Home Flooring, Leominster’s
largest flooring showroom?
Luxurious flooring for all areas of H o M E F Loo R I N G
your home.

Award winning brands
Brintons, Cormar, Karndean...

Carpets/LVT/Sisal/Wood

Showroom Opening Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 09:00-16:00

Saturday 09:00 - 13:00 a
01568 610760 &

Unit 3, Barrington Business Centre, Glendower Road, Leominster, HR6 ORL

THE CARPET
FOUNDATION

Looking for a better nights sleep?

Why not pop down to The bed
room, Leominster’s largest bed
showroom?

Beds for all types of sleepers
human and canine.

Award winning brands
Silentnight & Rest Assured

Mattresses/Headboards/Bases N i

Showroom Opening Hours: _
Tuesday - Friday 09:00-16:00 \'y,’%)\
Saturday 09:00 - 13:00 S‘ITETI ght
01568 610760

Unit 3, Barrington Business Centre, Glendower Road, Leominster, HR6 ORL
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Stop feeding the birds this summer

The RSPB is advising bird lovers to remove all seed and peanut feeders between May
and October, especially bird tables and flat-bottomed feeders, as these are encouraging
the spread of avian diseases. For those of us who enjoy watching wild birds in our
gardens this may seem a sad thing to do. However, with the dramatic decline in bird
numbers, we really need to think about anything that may inadvertently be harming the
birds we love. Millions of greenfinches and chaffinches have died from disease in recent
years and greenfinches are now on the red list for endangered birds. It is especially
important to act now and remove the feeders to prevent disease being passed on to this
year’s fledglings. You can still feed birds during the winter months and put out small
amounts of mealworms or fat balls all year round. | have gradually been reducing the
quantity of seed that | put out for the birds, but they haven’t disappeared from my
garden.

Whatever feeders you do use they must be cleaned regularly, and any water put out for
the birds should be changed daily.

Finally, the RSPB suggests planting or encouraging bird-friendly plants like sunflowers,
teasels and ivy flowers.

Gill Humphrey

H.W.S. PEST CONTROL %q

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED AND LICENSED

« RATS * MICE

* WASPS « HORNETS

« BEES * FLEAS

* FLIES e CLOTHES MOTHS
* MOLES * WOODWORM

TELEPHONE: 01544 231509 / 07818 034301
EMAIL: ardy-hwspest@hotmail.co.uk

\/
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for today's techmician | PROMPT
' Verified
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Bircher (KS)

Scattered sheep - Bircher Knoll (KS) Bircher Sunset (LM-K)

Thanks to Keith Smith and Luzili Mulindi-King for the photos on this page.
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Croft with Yarpole and Lucton

Parish Church Services for May and June 2026

Date Service Church Time
May 2024
Sunday 3 May Holy Communion Book of Common Prayer Croft 07.30
Wednesday é May |[Be Still Yarpole | 17.30
Sunday 10 May Holy Communion Common Worship Yarpole | 09.30
Monday 11 May Cafe Church Yarpole 19.30
Holy Communion Book of Common Prayer | Yarpole | 08.30
Sunday 17 May Celtic Worship Yarpole | 15.00
Annual Parochial Church Meeting Yarpole | 14.00
Sunday 24 May Lay-led Service Yarpole | 0%.30
Monday 25 May Café Church Yarpole 19.30
June 2026
Wednesday 3 June |[Ee Still Yarpole | 17.30
Sunday 7 June Holy Communion Book of Common Prayer Croft 0%.30
Monday 8 June Café Church Yarpole | 19.30
Sunday 14 June Holy Communion Common Worship Yarpole | 09:30
Sunday 21 June Holyf Commupion Book of Common Prayer Croft 08.30
Celtic Worship Croft 16.30
Monday 22 June Café Church Yarpole 19.30
Sunday 28 June Lay-led service Yarpole | 0%.30

Anyone wishing to contact a priest please phone or email:

Rev. Matthew Burns on 01568 614399, teamvicarwest@leominsterteam.org.uk

To book a funeral, interment, wedding or baptism and for other information please phone:

Priory Office (01563 612124) Monday to Friday 3.30 - 1.00

Churchwardens: Jane Higgins (01568 708390) Anna Morley (01568 780321)

And a good time was had

by all...

Thank you to everyone
who came along to our
craft session at St.
Leonard’s on Maundy
Thursday.




