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FROM THE EDITOR’S CHAIR

Greetings to all our readers!

Judging by the excellent photos submitted by our readers, summer has got off to a
good start this year. Let’s hope it continues!

You may know from our previous editorials that RNIB recently discontinued the
audio transcription service which allowed us to provide an audio version of The
Parishioner to residents with sight problems. Commercial alternatives are available
but, unfortunately, they are far too expensive to offer a solution in the long term.
Hetty and | are absolutely committed to continuing this provision and we have been
exploring ways of doing so that are affordable and sustainable.

This month we trialled producing the audio version of the newsletter ourselves using
the Read Aloud feature on Microsoft Word alongside a Voice Recorder. Although we
have succeeded in producing an audio transcript of the Summer 2025 newsletter, we
have concluded that this approach is not viable in the long term because the
procedure is far too convoluted and extremely time consuming.

All things considered, we now think that the best alternative is to recruit volunteers
who are willing to read and record the newsletter on an occasional basis, using a
mobile phone with a standard voice recording app. We hope to put a team together
so that no individual is overburdened. We are grateful to those in the parish who
have already offered to help in this way.

If you would be interested, whether as a reader or to co-ordinate the team, please
email us at newsletter@yarpole.org. You won’t need a recording studio, but access
to a quiet room is essential.

Lynne

To send in articles and news items, please email us at:
newsletter@yarpole.org
Or leave in the box at the shop
The deadline for all submissions is
THE 10th OF THE PREVIOUS MONTH
There is no newsletter in January or August

ADVERTISEMENTS

To place a commercial advert in The Parishioner, please email
newsletter@yarpole.org and we’ll send you more information
Prices start at £5 for a ¥ page ad
We also print small ads for parishioners for which we suggest that a small donation is
left in the yellow collection box in the shop.
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The Parishioner on USB stick

The Parishioner is also available on a USB stick for parish residents with
sight problems. If you’d like to receive it in this format, or know someone
who would, please let us know at newsletter@yarpole.org.

Adverts are not read out in the audio version; here are contact details for some services:
Electricians: KC Electrical 07446 130883; lan Mackay 07736 303297 or 07396 578662
Builder: Colin Vickress 07968 768011 / 01568 612699

Handymen: Simon 07846 259549; Andy 07855 813303

Gardening: Shaun Yapp 01568 780929 / 07876197770

Oven cleaning: Oven Wizards 07817 477850

Chimney sweep: Phil Mundy 01568 780417 / 07837 935102

Firewood: Pete Merriman 01568 780414; Steve Mantle 07980 775838; Dave Ward 07866 441154
AppleMac Mechanic: Lee Jones 07875 267790

Mobile hairdresser: Dawn Goodwin 01568 770387

Foot health: Stacey Gardner 01568 368306 / 07540 566871

Osteopaths: Leominster Osteopaths 01568 610610

Homecare: 07375 520646

Solicitors: Norris Miles 01584 810575

Funeral services: Victoria Allen 01584 879035; Oak Tree 01568 250030

Catering: Jackie Thomas 01584 77190 / 07526 12176

Vets: Mortimer Vets 01544 388262

Waste Management: Maygothling 01544 230364

Pest Control: HWS 01544 231509 / 07818 034301

Stay in touch: Yarpole WhatsApp Group
I ey Share local information & news, relevant to our community, via the ETVSSIGESS
Yarpole Whatsapp group. We now have over 150 members! To join
send a message with your mobile number to: Katie Daniels 07786 515922

Calling Facebook Users
To get Yarpole news on Facebook, search for ‘Yarpole Community’.
See what’s on! See what matters in Yarpole! Contribute to the page.
Like us and become a friend.

Meta

Yarpole Welcome Packs
If you are aware of new residents who have moved to the parish, don’t forget to inform
Sue Langley to be sure they receive a pack. Email susanmarylangley@gmail.com.

Don't miss out on what's happening!
To be added to the events mailing list, email events@yarpole.org.
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WHAT’S ON WHAT’S ON

ixl‘l‘ CHESS IN THE GALLERY iil‘l‘

Monday afternoons, 2.00 - 5.00pm at the Gallery Café, St. Leonard's Church.
All welcome, including beginners. Refreshments provided. We look forward to seeing you.

For more information contact John Nurse: bandjo@btopenworld.com

coffee and chat.

- Come and v

i Be Still i
Some music, a reading, a prayer and time for your own quiet reflection.
Monthly, on the first Wednesday, 5.30 - 6pm.

St. Leonard’s Church, Yarpole.

All are welcome

VORI SRR e Sy
Do you like singing ?? If so,
there is a friendly choir on your doorstep, which welcomes new members

The Birchpole Singers

rehearse every week in Yarpole Church (Wednesday 7.15pm)
For more information, contact Steve Walter; stevewltr7@email.com; 07791 490439

Walking Group

We meet regularly on the 2nd Friday and 4th Sunday of every month,
normally at 10:30 by the church.

Summer walks: Friday 11 & Sunday 27 July, Friday 8 and Sunday 24 August

All are welcome to join our walks but please phone to check details, if you are not on
the email list.

Contact: Viv 01568 782271 or seiftonbatch@gmail.com
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WHAT’S ON WHAT’S ON

COMMUNAL CRAFTERS
Next meeting

Monday 14 July & Monday 11 August - 1.30-3.30pm

At Yarpole Parish Hall, Green Lane, HR6 0BL
We invite a small voluntary donation per session.
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We are a friendly group of crafters of all abilities who meet once a
month to craft/knit/stitch together and enjoy a lovely chat!
NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME!
Please contact me, Sue Beagley on 07816 060746 or email
suebeagley@aol.com for info.

0N

L
-
-
0
°
-
L 4
=9
-
°
-
L 4
0
b
0
-
-

° o ° e ° e ° °® o
oMo IV ore I e 08 ove 08

Vo0 ldoe i oo ilese,
o, 08

Yo ) D
(Y}
e ©

e

‘.

. k
. \fl- °
)
., .

- = - o - = - = - = - = - =
e 08 e S0 e S0 e Ton e Ton e o8 e S0 ohe
LA NS YR YR L YR L Y L O

%% & Orleton Evergreens 2025 $§ &

28 Aug: Dragonfly Cruises, canal boat trip Brecon
25 Sept: Malcom Penny, talk about National Trust, Brockhampton
All Welcome (50+)
Hall meetings at Orleton Village Large Hall 2.30pm
Further details contact Sue Turner 01584 831324, sue.a.turner@gmail.com

The Creation

Saturday 12 July, 7.30pm at St. Andrew's Church, Presteigne, Kington Choral Society's
next concert Joseph Haydn's The Creation, accompanied by the Central England
Camerata, an 18-piece orchestra. The soloists will be, Naomi Sturges (soprano), James
Beddoe (tenor) and Peter Challenger (bass).

Early bird tickets will be £18 (under 18s free) when booked
through www.trybooking.com, www.kingtonchoral.org.uk, Salty Dog (Presteigne), Border
Bean (Kington), or Tower House Gallery (Knighton).

£20 on the door.

Further information on Facebook and www.kingtonchoral.org.uk
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WHAT’S ON WHAT’S ON

St. Leonard’s Church
invites you to join us for
William’s First Communion Administration

Many of you already know William Talbot-Ponsonby through his work on St. Leonard’s
Management Team and in supporting the shop.

o we are very pleased that he has chosen St. Leonard’s Church to be where he will
elebrate his first Communion service as a member of the Leominster Priory team.

We hope that you will feel able to come, join us and support William on
Sunday 6 July at 10.30am........ with coffee and cake afterwards.

Please don’t feel you can’t come if Communion is not for you and you fear feeling

embarrassed. You can still join in the fellowship and choose to either stay in your seat
you won’t be the only one) or come up with your hands behind your back for a blessing.
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EVENTS DIARY FOR JULY & AUGUST

Date Venue Event Time

Tues 1 July | Parish Hall Parish Council meeting 7.00 - 9.00pm

Wed 2 July |St. Leonard’s |Be Still 5.30 - 6pm

Thurs 3 July |The Bell Charity Quiz tbc

Tues 8 July | Gallery Café |Tasty Tuesday 1.00pm

Wed 9 July |Gallery Café |Police Community Support meeting |11.00am

Fri 11 July  |Various Walking Group 10.30am

Mon 14 July | Parish Hall Communal Crafters 1.30-3.30pm

Sat 19 July |The Bell “Sports Day” tbc

Fri 25 July Parish Hall 4Cs 11.00 - 12 noon

Fri 25 July Gallery Café |Vintage Car Rally From 10.30

Sun 27 July |Various Walking Group 10.30am

Wed 6 Aug |St. Leonard’s | Be Still 5.30 - 6pm

Fri 8 Aug Various Walking Group 10.30am

Mon 11 Aug | Parish Hall Communal Crafters 1.30 - 3.30pm

Tues 12 Aug | Gallery Café | Tasty Tuesday 1.00pm

Wed 13 Aug | Gallery Café | Police Community Support meeting |11.00am

Fri 22 Aug Parish Hall 4Cs 11.00- 12 noon

Sun 24 Aug | Various Walking Group 10.30am

Regular Weekly Activities

Date Venue Event Time

Mondays Parish Hall Move it or Lose it! 11.00 - 12 noon
Gallery Café | Chess 2.00 - 5.00pm
Parish Hall Zumba 6.00 - 7.00pm

Tuesdays Parish Hall Move it or Lose it! 11.00 - 12 noon

Wednesday | Parish Hall | T’ai Chi 10.00 - 11.00am
Parish Hall Art Group 2.00 - 4.30pm
St. Leonard’s | Birchpole Singers 7.15-9.30pm

Thursdays Parish Hall Pilates 10.45 - 11.45am

Fridays Parish Hall Bowls 7.30-9.30pm

Note: Modern Jive will resume in the autumn.

Check www.yarpole.org for up to date information and any changes
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SUMMER CLUBS

Monday 7" July to Friday 15™ August
9:00am to 4:00pm

Lucton School’s Summer Clubs offer the perfect blend of fun, learning,
and friendship in the heart of the countryside.

+ SWIMMING

+ DRAMA AND PERFORMING ARTS
* ARTS AND CRAFTS

+ COOKING AND BAKING

+ INDOOR AND OUTDOOR SPORTS A
+ OUTDOOR LEARNING AND NATURE TRAILS Tel: 01568 782 000 @

+ CREATIVE CHALLENGES AND TEAM BUILDING
+ WOODCRAFT AND ADVENTURE ACTIVITIES £35 PER DAY OR £150 FOR THE WHOLE WEEK

L

www.orletongardeningclub.co.uk

44th Annual Show

Saturday, August 16th, 1.30 pm - 3.30 pm, Orleton Village Hall
Flower and Vegetable Classes, Baking, Preserves

Afternoon Teas, Stalls
FREE ENTRY - ALL WELCOME!




LOCAL NEWS AND NOTICES

/ St. Leonard’s Church and Community Hub \

Our church and community hub is a superb venue for your next celebration
or special event — whether it be for an exhibition, an illustrated talk, a
musical soirée, a family gathering, a special anniversary or a public event.

With flexible space, outstanding acoustics, an atmospheric setting and
superb support from a team of volunteers, it is a unique location for you.

For booking enquiries email us at : yarpolechurchbookings@gmail.com

Mortimer Medical Practice
Patients’ Participation Group (PPG)

Dr Bartlett will be retiring later this year. Dr Howard will join the practice in September.

Surgery Information
There is now one email address for all the surgeries: mortimer.medicalpractice@nhs.net.

Staff Training Closures
The surgeries and dispensaries will be CLOSED from 12noon until 8.30am the next day
on Thursday 10 July and Tuesday 14 October.

A receptionist will be available for urgent calls 01568 708214 until 6.30pm. Outside
these hours, and at weekends/Bank Holidays, call 111.

Repeat Prescriptions
Please allow 72 hours (three working days) for repeat prescriptions. When ordering
online, please state from which surgery you wish to collect.

Carers

Help is available for carers who support those needing help with everyday living. Elaine
Whitcome or a member of the team can let you know what support and help is
available. Alternatively, ask for a carer’s identification form.

Volunteer Gardeners Needed
Volunteers are needed to improve the gardens at Orleton and Kingsland. Please contact
Fiona Harper, Practice Manager on 01568 708214.

Gilly Lloyd 01568 780328 _gillymi.lloyd@yahoo.com
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Mayglothling

Responsible Waste Management

From septic tanks and sewage treatment plants to S v
industrial cleaning and transport, we are your local b / f
waste management specialists. We ensure all waste '
is recycled or disposed of in an environmentally

friendly way. Please do get in touch.

* Septic tank emptying

* Drains unblocking

* Drain surveys & repairs
* New system installation TAKING

CARE

OF WASTE

[J 01544 230364 = sales@mayglothling.com

Are you interested in piano or violin lessons?
Whatever your age or ability, contact
Miriam for more information.

Miriam Graham MusB (Hons) LRSM DipABRSM
Fellow of the Independent Society of Musicians

miriamfgraham@gmail.com 07929 444 231
Based in Yarpole

LEOMINSTER
SHOPMOBILITY Sea Dreams

waderddool
Did you know that you can borrow Sa 500
disability equipment and medical -—

supplies, from Leominster Shopmobility? A luxury self-catering cottage just minutes
! from the beach in Saundersfoot,

THE SERVICE IS AVAILABLE Pembrokeshire.
FREE TO ANYONE WHO NEEDS IT seadreamssaundersfoot.co.uk
Morris Mews, High Street, Leominster stay@holidaysaundersfoot.co.uk
HR6 8LZ. TEL: 01568 616755 Tel 07885 604720
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Norris

cMiles

SOLICITORS

01584 810575

6 Market Square
Tenbury Wells
WR15 BBW

www.norrisandmiles.co.uk
post@norrismiles.co.uk

Local Legal Advice

Willsand Powers of Attorney
Property sale and purchase
Administration of Estates and Tax Planning

Business and farm sales, purchase and
Tenancies

Grant and Review of Easements and
Covenants

Divorce, separation, finance and children

Prenups and Cohabitation Agreements

Hereford

01432344779
hereford@jacksonproperty.uk

Leominster

01568 610600 Local People

leominster@jacksonproperty.uk

Expert Knowledge EEITRE

info@ );ﬁlirofﬁce.co‘ul\ Nation al Mar ket in g INSTANT VALUATION HERE




TIME TO CLEAN YOUR OVEN?
LET US DO THE JOB YOU HATE

g
fas o &:{‘ There's No Place Like Home

r, J ——

7 S ; :
K Private Carer and Personal Assistant
s

Ovens Ranges Hobs Extractors If you want full control over the care

- : and support that you or a loved one
Grills Microwaves BBQs AGAs receives, then the best way of doing

this is to hire your own private carer.
Fully qualified foot health

Call Rob orgo online foryour
FREE quote!  Tratpton

e practitioner.
07708 624094 B ¢ 50 5 Contact me today to discuss all your

requirements.
ovenclean.com m S

Ring Nina 07375 520 646

LS Knoows AppIeMacMechamc

for all Apple Mac Computers

Mike Thompson

With over 25 years experience in the Glazing Industry, Mike Lee J o n es
iswell placed to meet all of yoUT glazing needs with a
thoughtful and conscientious approach 07875 267790

...including but not limited to:

Windows
Doors
Conservatories
Porches
Fascias Support
Guttering ;
Misted Units RepaH’S
Repairs »
Glass Replacement Service
Contact Mike below to discuss your glazing needs and arrange 2 no Coveﬂng Herefordshire and al SUNOUnding counties Spares
L Mobile service Competitive rates
mike@luxwindows.co.uk | 07943 522948 Upgrades
mail@applemacmechanic.co.uk
CERTASS (ot the o aline i .. www.applemacmechanic.co.uk [IELARY
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Berry good fruit

Moorcourt Farm is once again providing us with fresh berries, and also fruit juice.

For those new to the area Moorcourt is a farm not far from us in North West
Herefordshire where they grow the most beautiful fruit which they nurture from
blossom to berry.

It is fruit as it is meant to taste and a world away from the supermarket offerings. The
fruit season begins in mid-May with strawberries that are bursting with flavour.
Raspberries and blueberries begin in mid-June and cherries are available from early
July until late August. We have deliveries every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and if
you would like to reserve some then do drop us a line or give us a ring as they do sell
fast! Email yarpoleshop@mail.com or phone 01568 780148.

This year Moorcourt have also started producing their own fruit juice. We are stocking
their apple, apple and raspberry and sparkling apple juice. The Gallery Café also sells
the Moorcourt juices and they have pronounced them "Delicious!", so much so that
we have already had to order more in!

We sell Moorcourt fruit at a much more competitive price than our nearby
competitors, so as ever pop down to the shop and see what else we can tempt you
with!

Annual Members’ Meeting
The shop held its annual members’ meeting at the beginning of June.

It was really good to see a sizeable number of shareholders turn out to maintain their
active interest in our shop and find out how things are going.

This year saw a new artisan-made counter commissioned and installed, funded
entirely from donated funds, an IT challenge just before Christmas, new signage
around the area, and more.

In brief the shop remains sustainable and against challenging conditions with rising
bills (as for everyone) it managed to break even in 2024. It would be great to think
that we will all continue to support it and do even better next year.

The current committee all agreed to stand again and were voted back in to serve
another year. However, our treasurer and secretary will stand down next June, so we
are actively seeking replacements. We will return to this as the year unfurls further!

Rowena & Jon
14
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GALLERY CAFE

Summer 2025

Tasty Tuesday will be on Tuesday 8 July and Tuesday 12 August at 1.00pm
Places will be limited so please book early.

Please inform us of any allergies; we are happy to cater for individual needs where
possible. To book please email: gallerycafeyarpole @outlook.com, call the café during
opening hours on 01568 780594 or drop in to see us in person. There will be a booking
sheet on the tall cupboard.

The Gallery Café is open every day except Sunday, so you can meet
friends, old and new, enjoy our excellent cakes, scones and lunches,
and - very important — keep us open!

VINTAGE CAR RALLY 25 JULY
SEE CLASSIC AND VINTAGE CARS OUTSIDE THE CHURCH
and meet the drivers in the café!

Thank you to all the people who support the café — you are helping to keep us open.
Anna Morley

Gallery Café Opening Hours
Monday — Wednesday 10.30-12.30 for drinks & cakes
Thursday — Friday 10.30-3.00, serving lunch 12-2pm
Saturday 10.30 -12.30 for brunch
For enquiries/bookings, drop in to see us in person,
email gallerycafe@yarpole.org, or phone 01568 780594 (during opening hours only)
Check www.yarpole.org or https://www.facebook.com/GalleryCafeYarpole/

SHOP AND POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS

Shop Post Office
Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm 9am - 12noon
Saturday 9am - 1pm 9am - 12noon
Sunday/Bank Holidays closed except for pre-ordered newspapers

Tel: 01568 780148 Email: yarpoleshop@mail.com
Website: www.yarpole.com
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MORTIMER VETS

Mortimer Vets is an independently run and cwned vets

Here's a bit about us:

= Truly ndependent local veterinary practics

« Qwr friendly experienced team offer professional care for your
dhogys, cats, horses and small pets

modern treatment and diagnostic facilities with full in-patient
care and out of howrs hospitalsation if requined

Preventative health care plans available

Small animal out of owrs advice SENACE USING OUr DWW VeLs,
supported by Yets Mow for emangency treatmant if requingd
Full 2&/7 equine emergency senice covering Herefordshire,
Shropahirg and ‘Worsetterthinge

Easy access from A4S and Ad4s, ample parking

CONTACT US AND FIND US:

Unit 7 Northern Lights Business Pask, Cpening howrs: Mon-Fri - 8.30am-530pm FOLLOW U8 O
Leominster HEG 05W Out of hours emergency service available. .f%\. =
L& FRAS)

info@morimensets.coulk | 01568 60300

Ohe (srange

Mortimers Cross &5

Café o Grarm Shop e B « Antiques & Curios

Farm Shop — stockists of local and bespoke products of the finest quality and affordable
prices. As well as many products home-cooked on site with any quantities able to be
made for event/gatherings.

Café - Freshly prepared meals to order showcasing the amazing quality products our
area and team produce.

Cakes, traybakes and treats available all day along with a vast array of drinks including
freshly ground luxury coffee and our speciality thick milkshakes.

You don’t need a main course to enjoy our Deluxe Whippy ice-cream in a classic cone or
as a sundae pot.

We've also teamed up with a number of dealers bringing a great range of salvage items
and garden accessories as well as a number of artists and crafts professionals.

Open Wednesday to Sunday 9.30am to 5pm (Saturday and Sunday 4pm close)
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FIREWOOD SUPPLIES

Seasoned hardwood available
Delivered in a cubic metre bag

Reliable friendly service e
Free local delivery

Call Steve Mantle
07980 775838
01568 615565 (Evenings)

THE BODY CLINIC
LEOMINSTER

Holistic Therapies and Advice for
Health - Pain - Mobility - Wellbeing

OUR SERVICES '
ety & Emollonals o Get in touch to
ealth Assessments motional Support Thera
Gj Clinical and Holistic M @ Hypnoth S Y LR
inical and Holistic Massage nothera
Y & yprotherapy £30 Health
& Acupuncture @ Reflexology
) Assessment
@ Osteopathy & Food Intolerance Testing
@ Occupational Therapy & Menopause Coaching
@ Physiotherapy @ Holistic Facials
& Mole screening and Removal
@ Counselling
17 West Street
Leominster




CHURCH MATTERS

The Sunday that has just gone, as | write this, was Pentecost, when the 12 Apostles
received the gift of the Holy Spirit. As a baptised Christian | too have been given the gift of
the Holy Spirit, but to be honest there are many times when | wonder if the Holy Spirit is
still with me.

It is easy in the hustle and bustle of daily life, the problems and difficulties we all face to
wonder where the Holy Spirit is in our lives.

I have thought about this and | realise that there are many moments in my life when the
Holy Spirit is present, but this does not mean that there are times when it leaves me. |
think it means that there are times when | am more open to letting the Holy Spirit into my
life.

Those moments when | choose to be kind and caring, not selfish or angry towards others.
Those moments when | know exactly the right thing to say to someone who is struggling.
Those moments when | feel good about myself and the world around me.

| realise that those moments are not about me being good or special of my own accord
but are moments when the Holy Spirit is working through me. This is a special gift we can
all have in our lives if we let the Holy Spirit into our hearts and minds. The Holy Spirit is
always there to give us the strength we need, to face the things in life that we fear we
lack the strength to achieve or overcome.

Lord thank you for the gift of your Holy Spirit, which helps us to be better people and gives
us the chance to feel good about ourselves.

May we let your Spirit shine through us always, so that it passes from us to others, so they
too can feel the warmth of your love and support.

AMEN.

Jane Higgins Churchwarden

This is the link for the Diocese of Hereford where the parish magazine article, and other
material, can be viewed: https://www.hereford.anglican.org/news/parish-newsletter/
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Wow, it’s summer! — the season of Wimbledon, summer
fayres, picnics, holidays and WASPS!

Sandy and | recently attended a thoroughly enjoyable 8o™"
birthday garden party for a fellow Yarpolian where we
met some founder members of the Yarpole Wasp
Appreciation Society (YWAS). | innocently enquired from
some of the other guests, “What is the purpose of wasps —

no-one seems to like them, and, in the summer, they are a s
particular nuisance?” To my surprise, wasps were St’ Leonard S
MANAGEMENT

vehemently defended by those present with assertive [ (L o orosumome oo ruruse
claims that they act as natural pest control by consuming ol

aphids and caterpillars. Further research even suggested that wasp venom has antibiotic
properties, so the next time you have an infection perhaps you should jump into a swarm
of the stripey devils instead of running off to the GP.

In the May edition, Paul Humphrey took a nostalgic trip back to the 1990’s by looking at
past issues of the Parishioner. | particularly noticed that Yarpole had previously held a
two-day Summer Fayre, and | wonder now whether there is an appetite for reviving this
event in 2026 as a big fund raiser for St Leonard’s Management. We need to raise
significant funds over the next five years to keep our church, bell tower and community
hub in good repair. What are your thoughts, please? By all means, see me when | am on
duty in the shop (alternate Fridays am) or café (Weds am) or whilst on our daily walk.
Alternatively, email me your thoughts at gordon.ewing@me.com. Fund raising should be
fun raising and our community is great at this. You only have to look at May’s record-
breaking sales in the Gallery Café, boosted by the fabulous events for VE Day, the
Histories Festival musical Afternoon Tea and the continuing success of Tasty Tuesdays and
lunches and brunches on Thursdays to Saturdays! Well done to everyone for an epic
month!

The new automated door entry system seems to be operating well. We have had the
timings adjusted so that the doors remain open for longer. This allows more opportunity
for those needing extra time to enter or leave the church safely.

Our hard-working trustees (Stefano Street, Sebastian Bowen, William Talbot-Ponsonby
and 1) continue to support the work of the Gallery Café, the village shop and Post Office
and the use of our church as a community hub and place of worship. We currently have
two churches in Herefordshire tapping into our experience as our community provision is
an example of very good practice. We are, therefore, looking for another member of our
community, to join our team either as a trustee or as a behind-the-scenes supporter to
really build on our excellent record to date. Commitments include a meeting every 6-8
weeks and supporting an existing trustee in achieving our community-based objectives.
The reward is the satisfaction that you are making a difference in your local community
and improving the lives of everyone. If tempted, please get in touch.

Thanks.
Gordon Ewing, Trustee
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You don’t need to have
any experience of care

work,
with a warm bring the right attitude
smile you could and a full UK driving

brighten up licence and we will teach
someone’s day you everything you need
to know.

m’ 01568 616653 o excellent rates of pay
contactus@s4il.co.uk ® Paid mileage and travel time
services for -
independent  www.s4il.co.uk full training and support
generous benefit package

living
'sY o MARKHAMSGARAGE™
TEL: 01568 708208 ’FAX 01568 709[159 EMAIL: INFO@MARKHAMSGARAGE.COM

+ Servicing and repairs ,
to all makes of cars and light commercial vehicles
* Electronic engine management & diagnostics
« MOT Testing station
* Air conditioning

* Fully functional tyre bay
« 4 wheel laser alignment

« Courtesy car available

"'t ' .\lOS'\AAA www.markhamsgarage.com o
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The Bells in Yarpole Bell Tower

The oldest of the three bells in the bell tower was cast in the middle of the fifteenth
century, followed by the second cast in 1605, and the third in 1652.

In 1968 an inspection confirmed that the bells had to be “dead hung” i.e. could be struck
but not swung due to the dangerous nature of the structure suspending them and the
discovery that one bell was cracked. The cost of repairs was deemed to be too high and
so the bells were silent for the next three decades.

Dr Kenneth Marsh and his wife Joan Marsh J.P. lived in Plainsbook, Yarpole, the cottage
in the low dip on the left between Bircher and the Cockgate Crossroads. They became
the driving force of the Bell Committee to raise the money needed, estimated at £10,000
to recast the cracked bell and make safe the structures in the tower.

The money was raised, the cracked bell was
recast, the internal structure was made safe,
new ropes purchased, and the bells were
rehung. In September 1996, The Bishop of
Hereford dedicated the restored bells, and they
were heard again in the village for the first time
for over three decades.

Nora Barker who farmed with her husband
Ernest at Lower House Farm, remembered the
bells ringing when she came as a young bride to
the farm, prior to them being silenced. When
she heard the bells ringing for the first time
since the refurbishment, she came up the
church drive crying saying, “I never thought |
would hear them again, thank you all.” Both she
and her husband are buried in the burial
ground. Perhaps they can hear them still.

The stained-glass window on the right of the church porch depicts the bells ringing to the

heavens and bottom right there is an inscription to Dr Marsh, who died in 1998. His

ashes and those of his wife are in the Garden of Remembrance alongside the Bell Tower.
Carol Clare

Leon Fentem

The Parishioner is sad to announce the death of Leon Fentem of Westbank, Green Lane,
Yarpole. Leon came to live in the village more than 40 years ago with his wife, Joy, who
predeceased him. He worked as a poultry specialist at Sun Valley Foods Ltd and lived
into his late 90s. We extend our sympathy to his family and friends.
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Creating Wildlife Field Margins

We have recently created wildlife field margins on two of our fields at Pound House,
with the help and guidance of the Wye and Usk Foundation plus Dan Jones Agri.
Contracting. One of the fields abuts the new wildlife project being created by Border
Oak, which was mentioned in a previous edition of The Parishioner. The new field
margins will complement that scheme very nicely by providing wildlife corridors across a
larger area.

Our western field’s hedge, which abuts the new
wildlife project has a small brook running along the
side. This takes water from the surrounding fields,
and runs into the Ridgemoor Brook, via our Stoney
Brook. An attenuation pool will be added halfway
along the brook in our field, to help with control of
winter rain flows. The photo on the left was taken
halfway along the field margin which contains our
brook, looking south.

Over two hundred and forty trees have now been planted in the new field margins to
help overall control and drainage in this catchment area. The tree whips include oak,
beech, copper beech, hornbeam, goat willow and cricket bat willow, field maple, cherry,
rowan and lombard poplar etc. The majority seem to have taken but all the cricket bat
willows are struggling because at the time of writing it has hardly rained at all since they
were planted at the beginning of April. This was the soonest we could get onto the fields
after all the wet weather we had earlier in the year. It's a tricky business planting trees
now that our seasons are so variable, either too wet or too dry! Perhaps it's always been
so, but now it seems even more so.

The photo on the right was taken halfway along the
second field margin looking east, towards where it
connects to the other field margins at the far end.

You may just spot on the photos a good number of
buttercups showing in the new field margins. We are
happy to say that over May the number increased
dramatically. The new margins are therefore already
providing nectar, and the new trees will hopefully go
on to provide berries etc. as they develop next spring,
just when the birds need them most.

We think of it as the "new form of strip farming"
something that can be passed from generation to
generation to protect, maintain and cherish.

Osborne and Jane Vaughan
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Hello everyone! Welcome to another edition of Lisa’s o § ]
Book Nook. It is early June as | write this, and summer Lm/y
is literally just around the corner. Unless you go by the J J l:
meteorological calendar of course, in which case it is B

already here. Today | have decided to recommend N

some fiction books that | read over recent months and
really enjoyed. Hopefully they will appeal to you too. Have a lovely summer!

When Christ and His Saints Slept by Sharon Penman - Sharon Penman is one of my
favourite historical fiction authors, and this book is a fantastic example of why | hold her
in such high regard. Set largely in England in the middle of the 12% century, it covers the
period known as the Anarchy, a brutal and bloody civil war for the throne fought
between the Empress Matilda and her cousin, King Stephen. Penman’s books are always
well researched, and she uses said research to great effect here, creating a story that is
both historically accurate and utterly gripping to read. It is one of those books you will
read for fun but end up learning a great deal from. She also avoids falling into the trap of
portraying the main characters as wholly good or wholly bad, instead presenting them as
complex human beings who think they are acting for the greater good but instead plunge
the entire country into chaos. If you have never read any of Penman’s books before, this
would be a fantastic place to start. It is long but totally worth the time.

The Turn of the Key by Ruth Ware - This creepy thriller sees a young woman take a job as
a nanny at a remote “smart” house in the Scottish Highlands, only to later find herself in
prison on a murder charge. So what went wrong? You will have to read it for yourself and
find out! Although I’'m mainly a reader of historical fiction, | do like a good thriller every
now and then, and this one is particularly suspenseful. With more than a passing
similarity to the classic chiller, The Turn of the Screw, this has all the ingredients needed
to keep you glued to the pages as you try to work out what might be going on. Is our
narrator going mad? Is the house haunted? Or is something else afoot? With plenty of
twists and turns to keep you guessing, some of which you will not see coming, this is a
perfect read for the summer, or any other time of year really. The Scottish Highland
setting is an added bonus, as it adds a whole other layer of tension and unease to the
proceedings.

The North Water by lan McGuire - In 1850s England, a whaling ship sets sail for the
Arctic, only to discover they have a violent, psychopathic killer onboard. What’s more, we
know who he is, as it’s made clear to us from very early on. But how long will it take for
the other crew members to work out the identity of this dangerous individual? As you
will probably have already gathered, this is an incredibly dark book and therefore won’t
be for everyone. Because the killer is one of the point-of-view characters, we spend a fair
amount of time in his company, which is not the nicest place to be. McGuire also doesn’t
shy away from showing you the reality of life onboard a 19" century ship, which was far
from pleasant. However, there is a whole lot more to it than that, as it proves to be not
only a fascinating character study, but a gripping historical thriller as well. If it sounds like
the sort of thing you might be interested in reading, please do give it a try. It is dark, but
it is satisfying. Lisa North
23



Leominster Food Bank

We have been experiencing extremely busy times during the first quarter of this year.
We hoped the cost-of-living crisis might be receding by this point, but this is not
reflected in the numbers of people we are seeing, or the experiences people in difficulty
are sharing with us.

By early May we had already distributed more than 1,000 food parcels to people in
Leominster and its surrounds, of which over 500 were for children.

In January of this year, we had to move to much smaller premises while building work
was being carried out at the Old Priory. We hoped this would be very short term, but we
are still unable to return and anticipate a long wait, so we are now considering
alternatives. This has increased our costs as we are giving some food parcels via
supermarket vouchers to reduce the number of food bags we transport across town.

We now shop for the majority of our food items, topping up with food donated to us.
This means that we have become increasingly appreciative of the generosity of our
regular givers, because this consistent monthly income affords us some security in which
to plan and weather the storms of ever-increasing food poverty.

If you would like to set up a standing order or to donate money it can be sent directly to
the Leominster Food Bank account:

Sort code: 30-94-99 Account number: 00281106

If you would like to Gift Aid your donation, please email admin@leominsterfoodbank.org

We are very grateful for food donations and need all basic items as listed on our website.
The Bank the Food app keeps people up to date with the items we need most.
www.bankthefood.org

Thank you to everyone who supports this important work.

Caroline Arthur

Grafted Apple trees D A\MN

2-3 year old named dessert, cookers, cider varieties

In pots—£20 (discount for bulk) Mobile Hairdresser
Easy to look after ‘til you’ve decided where to plant! . .
Discovery, Ashmead'’s, Kernel, Russets & more... HalrdreSSIHg
Root stock: M25 vigorous; for all the family

M111 & MM106 semi-vigorous 1l lified
Advice on tree/orchard management also provided Fu y qua 111€

Contact Chris, 01584 831195 M Dawn Goodwin
Waterloo Farm, SY8 4JG

applewoodcourses@yahoo.com 01568770387
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Locally sourced
from managed
woodland — legal
and sustainable.

Local, dependable and a consistent supplier of
seasoned/kiln-dried hard and soft wood firewood.

Cut and split to suit your requirements. Delivered in 1.2 cubic
metre bags: no need to restack after delivery.
Small delivery vehicle fitted with a crane meaning we can deliver
to most locations.

Call David to discuss your requirements
07866 441154

§ ‘ "\ Legacy Three Counties Ltd

egacy 07349961972

Ltc-ltdeoutlook.com

House/Garage/Building Clearance
Probate /Divorce/IHT valuations

Classic and Modern Classic Car Specialist
Fully Licensed and Insured

Local and Professional

Call for a free estimate, in a sensitive and compassionate manner
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PARISH HALL
Summer 2025

Annual General Meeting

Following the AGM on 10 June, there are a few changes to the Hall Management

Committee.

Jill Grant has stepped down as Chair, but she will remain on the Committee.

The changes are as follows:

Chair: Amanda Hordern

Treasurer: Jeremy Gray

Secretary: Janet Owen

Booking Secretary: Ali Williams

Other members continuing are Lynn Ashton, Joan Waters, Tony Kinsey and David

Rackham.

The Committee would like to thank Jill for all her hard work as Chair over the last few
years, leading the ongoing success of the Parish Hall.

Future Parish Hall dates

27 September

Flicks & food

22 November

Flicks & food

13 December

Christmas Party night with bring & share buffet

ol
il

—
>

Don’t forget that books can be taken out from the Parish Hall
Library whenever the building is open. Just sign the book and there
is no time limit.

DVDs and blu-rays of recent Flicks films are also available to borrow.

-

Parish Hall activities are on our events calendar (on page 8 this month)
To make a booking please contact Ali Williams
07788 547255 / parishhall@yarpole.org. Or go to www.yarpole.com
and click on ‘Church & Parish Hall Bookings’ to book online.
If you are interested in joining one of the classes, please email Amanda who will put you in

touch with the class organiser.
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PARISH HALL
Summer 2025

200 Club The winning numbers for May were:
69: £50, 53: £20, 83: £15, 149: £10

June was the last draw of the 200 club until September. This is a final reminder for you
to renew your subscriptions.

You can pay by BACS transfer or direct debit - sort code 40-28-13. account no.
81438298, Yarpole Village Hall. Please include your name and 200 club and

email parishhall@yarpole.org so that we are aware of your payment and can send a
reply.

Alternatively, take cash or a cheque made payable to Yarpole Village Hall Management
Committee to one of the following collection points. Please enclose a slip with your
name and contact details.

e Yarpole Community shop
e Jan Tandy, 3, Mulberry Meadow, Yarpole
e Janet Owen, 5, Farm Court, Lucton.

Thank you for your ongoing support, Yarpole Parish Hall Committee.

MARISH LIF

BEFORE THE INVENTION OF THE COMPUTER

1]

THE NoTICE SHEET MESSAGES WERE DELIVERED
WAS CoPIED BY HWAND &N FooT
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PEGPLE HAD HOEBIES, AND DRANK

AFTERNOON TEA, AND DID NOT SPEND

EVERY SPARE HoUR oOF THE DAY

A GREAT BIG BELL WAS RUNG IN AN EXASPERATED STATE TRYING
Te TELL PEOPLE THING S To MAKE THE WRETCHED THING WoRK
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Yarpole Group Parish Council

Firstly, an apology to The John Greene Foundation for misspelling its name
in a previous edition. The Foundation funded the installation of the
defibrillator at Lucton.

At the time of writing there is still a vacancy on the Parish Council, to be filled by co-option
at the meeting on 1 July or thereafter. If you are interested in applying, please contact the
Clerk, Mrs Maggie Brown, clerk@yarpolegroupparishcouncil.gov.uk 07398 222310 .

There were no members of public at the June meeting. Ward Councillor Dan Hurcomb was
present and gave an informative report.

The Council agreed to renew its insurance with Zurich for another 3-year term. The annual
premium is £460.45, including a £32 discount. This may change if Parish Council assets
increase.

A 50% deposit of £588 has been paid for a new notice board, matching those at Bircher
Common and Lucton, to be installed at Bircher. One side will be lockable for Council use, the
other open to the public.

The gate at The Community Meadow is now left open, locked to the fence on a temporary
basis until a new gatepost is installed. Grids removed during the car park upgrade will be
kept for potential re-use. A “No Parking — Passing Place Only” sign will be purchased, and
child safety signage is being considered. The Council cannot install signs on the highway
without Herefordshire Council's approval.

Recent purchases include litter-picking tools and “YGPC Volunteer” high-vis vests for
community use.

Two planning applications were reviewed. The first, at Pound House for a P251464/PA4 -
(Part 3) Class Q - Prior Approval for a proposed change of use of agricultural buildings and
land within their curtilage to form one smaller dwellinghouse and two larger
dwellinghouses. Councillors raised concerns relating to surface and foul drainage, access to
the site, the lack of gardens shown on plans, and the proximity to a Grade Il Listed building.
As it lies within the Lugg Catchment area, the Council has requested confirmation that
environmental impacts will be assessed.

The second, P251404/PA7 - All others - Prior Approval at Home Farm, Croft, for proposed
demolition of four redundant farm buildings. As comments were not being accepted, none
were submitted.

The Tree Warden provided a second report on damage to a hedgerow near Public Right of
Way YP14. Councillors are disappointed that Herefordshire Council has not enforced its
reinstatement, despite a replant notice issued in April 2018, which was expected to provide
30 years of protection.

Come along to the next meeting on 1 July 7.00pm at the Parish Hall. As there is no
scheduled August meeting, this will be the last opportunity before Tuesday 2 September,
followed by 7 October and 4 November.

Mrs Maggie Brown, Clerk. clerk@vyarpolegroupparishcouncil.gov.uk 07398 222 310
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Herefordshire
Council

News from our County Councillor

By the time | write another column for the Parishioner the summer will most likely have
been and gone given the August hiatus. So | want to start by thanking all those involved in
making the magazine happen — it really is a special thing and without the countless hours
you give up to make it work it simply would not exist.

In May the County Council published its Q4 results and end of year accounts for the 2024/25
financial year. Despite the strong financial headwinds (including high inflation) the Council
managed to deliver under budget by £0.5m. This strong performance is in contrast to large
overspends in previous years and shows that the measures taken to control budgets and
ensure value for money are working. The Council is, however, no different from a large
number of households across the country in that it is having to make the money it has go
much further than ever before. For us the next big test is the government spending review
(published in June) which will determine our budgets for the short and medium term. Let us
hope it is kinder to us than in previous years.

You may have read in recent news that Phase 1 of the Hereford Western Bypass is
progressing with funding allocated and discussions taking place around the appointment of
a contractor. Whichever side of the bypass debate you are on, the government housing
targets for Herefordshire (30,000 new homes) mean that the bypass and the development
space this will unlock are essential. If the project does not happen, then some 12-15,000
homes will instead have to be distributed across the county including in villages like Yarpole,
Luston, Orleton and Kingsland. To me this is unacceptable and further strengthens the case
for the bypass.

In happier news, it seems that not a month passes by without there being more highways
resurfacing news and long may it continue. As | write this the B4362 at Comberton is being
worked on and the B4362 between Yarpole and Lucton has been marked up by the
Highways Team in preparation for works later in the year. These works will be a
combination of resurfacing and large-scale patching where appropriate. | am trying to
expand this to include the Mortimer’s Cross junction to Lucton, but this will be very much
budget-dependent.

On a final note, we are lucky in Bircher Ward to have three local shops (one community
owned), seven local pubs (two community owned) and a local community run café.
However, with rising costs making it increasingly difficult to run a business, they now need
our support more than ever. So please, where you can, make it your mission to support
these businesses.

As always, if you have any concerns, issues or would just like a chat then please do get in
touch.

Dan Hurcomb dan.hurcomb@herefordshire.gov.uk 07837 726821
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By the time you are reading this, the nights are already drawing in. Let’s not worry about
that for several months yet as we still (hopefully) have a glorious summer to enjoy. Look out
for the ‘wine quiz’, the summer afternoon music sessions, plus on Saturday 19 July we have
‘sports day’. Don’t panic, no one will make you run, but it may involve an egg and a spoon at
some point. A free afternoon of fun and mayhem for everyone aged 5 to 95.

As you may have seen, our monthly charity quiz night has now moved to a Thursday and at
the time of writing, the June quiz is sold out. £8.50 not only gets you a great fun night out,
but you also get your dinner thrown in for good measure. Make sure you book for the next
one on 3July.

As our ever-popular Sunday lunch continues to regularly sell out, we have taken the
decision to slightly scale back our brunch service. We will still be open from 10am on
Sundays for all your favourite teas and barista coffees, breakfast baps, ciabattas etc, but we
will stop doing the full breakfasts and eggs royale for the time being.

In other news, we will shortly be stocking Robinsons Flagon cider on draught, so if you are a
big fan, you need to come down and help finish the barrel of Westons vintage so that we
can install the new line ASAP.

Also, our lighter bites sandwich, jackets and omelette menu is currently available
Wednesday to Saturday lunchtimes. You will probably recall that we are trialling opening for
lunch on Wednesdays and Thursdays, but we do need your support to make it viable. If
there is something you would like to see on the menu, do please let us know.

On a more serious note, as we get closer to the Annual Members’ Meeting in the autumn,
we are repeating our plea for help on the management committee of the MCBS. We are
losing some key members from this group and without volunteers to replace them, the pub
will face a difficult future. There are various roles you could help with.

PLEASE GET IN TOUCH if you think you may be able to help in any way.
Remember, ALL our meals are available to take away and can also be delivered locally.

Email us on dine@thebellatyarpole.co.uk or call 01568 601110 to book yours.

If anyone has an excess of vegetables, we would love them for the pub.

There is something for everybody at YOUR local pub. Details are on the website, or our
Facebook page. We also try to get as much info out via old fashioned posters, so keep your
eyes peeled.

You can now easily book a table directly via thebellatyarpole.co.uk and get instant
confirmation.
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Mentor:
Link

Supporting distressed chilcdren

Registered Charky Mumber 1369026

MENTORS URGENTLY NEEDED FOR CHILDREN’S CHARITY

Children’s charity Mentor Link provides one to one mentoring and therapeutic support
to children and young people in schools and the community who are facing social and
emotional difficulties, impacting on themselves and their motivation to learn.

Due to the demand for our service from schools in Herefordshire, we are recruiting
additional Volunteer Mentors. We are looking for volunteers who want to support and
help the next generation, have a good listening ear and can spare a couple of hours
each week.

The charity has an excellent track record of success in achieving positive outcomes with
children and young people.

If you are interested in supporting a child/young person with social and emotional
issues, we would like to hear from you enquiries@mentorlink.org.uk Tel: 01299 822336
www.mentorlink.org.uk

Life experiences a must!
Travel expenses paid.
Training and ongoing training and support provided.

As a safer recruiter the role is subject to 2 character references and an Enhanced
DBS.

Reg Charity No.1169026

Bobbie Jones
Our darling Bobbie died at St. Michael’s Hospice, Hereford, on 4 June.

She was often to be seen driving her home-converted camper van through the village,
returning from gliding in Shobden. She loved the tranquillity of Yarpole, and particularly
found peace walking on Bircher Common.

Forever in our hearts.
Jenny, Lizzie and Andrew
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Need a building surveyor?

ow e Structural surveys/costings
v o Architectural drawing
(\ e Planning permissions
e Listed building consents
RICS . Building regs applications
Particular sympathy for older properties
Barrie Morgan MRICS MCIOB
01568 780 761

@ 7
ROsi€s

Room:

City &
Guilds
Qualified
dog groomer

Caring and professional

01568 780855

www.rosiesgrooming.co.uk

/ \
ELECTRICAL

SERVICES
(Hfds) LTD

Tom Jenkins
M. 07446 130 883

! tomkcelectricalservices@gmail.com

X x
Oven
leards

Call today to have your oven,hob,extractor,
microwave or Aga professionally cleaned

Rob Rosser
07817 477850
robrosser@ovenwizards.com
www.ovenwizards.com

OLD FASHIONED GARDENER

SHAUN YAPP
4, The Croftings, Felton Close, Ludlow,
SY8 1DS
Tel 07876197770
WEEDING
LAWN MOWING
PRUNING
STRIMMING

FLOWERBED EDGING
HEDGE CUTTING

o

Firewood for sale

tel 01568 780414

Firenze Catering
for all occasions

Jackie Thomas

07526212176 / 01584877190
firenzecatering66@gmail.com

W

Chimney Sweep

ICS Trained & fully insured

Tel: 01568 780417

Mob: 07837 935 102
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Our mission: to provide the kind of
practical assistance and support that a
good neighbour would offer.

CAN THE GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME HELP YOU?

Perhaps your garden needs an hour’s attention, or you need help with
filling out a form, a little job around the house, or a lift to an
appointment?

We’d love to help.

Call 07885 525776

Thank you for your donations; they pay our expenses and keep us going.

WHAT'S ON AT 4Cs

4Cs continues to meet on the 4th Friday of each month, at 11:00 in the
Parish Hall.

On Friday 25 July, Patrick Faulkner, ex-Yarpole resident, will be
presenting a talk about the local deer population, their habits and life
cycle. This promises to be very interesting, so come along, even if you've
not joined our 4Cs group before now.

Our group will meet as usual on Friday 22 August.

Coffee, Cake, Chat and Company awaits you. Need a lift?

Ring Val 01568 780807, or Avis, 01568 780874.
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ORLETON AND DISTRICT GARDENING

.- cLus .,

Pyl It’s Not Time for Bed Yet! 0~

On 27 May we welcomed Helen Picton who is a proprietor of Old Court Nurseries and
Picton Garden, Colwall, a family business established in 1906. The 1.5-acre garden holds
the Plant Heritage National Collection of michaelmas daisies. The total area of nursery
and garden is 2.5 acres.

Although the stars of the garden are the 430 varieties of michaelmas daisies, which peak
between late September and mid-October, Helen - aided by a colourful slideshow -
stressed the importance of colour throughout the year beginning with a wonderful
display of 300 varieties of snowdrops.

Entering the garden in late summer the visitor is greeted by the glowing spikes of
kniphofia rooperi followed by the later flowering yellow K. ‘Happy Halloween’. The path
winds through a former rockery occupied by acer palmatum and pines and underplanted
with late crocosmias, Japanese anemones and heleniums. Moving into mixed herbaceous
borders, bright yellow swathes of golden rod contrast with pastel asters. Solidago rugosa
‘lowa’ is a dainty and restrained example, untroubled by mildew.

Height is provided by the white bottlebrushes of sanguisorba canadensis and white
daisies of doellingeria umbellatus which also provide winter interest as does the shrub-
like aster, symphyotrichum horizontalis. White spikes of actaea add height and scent.

Small trees - Japanese acers, crataegus prunifolia and euonymus compactus provide
autumn colour. Ferns flourish in the shadier areas. Polypodium is dormant in summer
producing its fresh green leaves in early autumn and retaining these throughout winter.
Grasses also provide winter interest though space is needed to accommodate miscanthus
transmorrisonensis!

The stars of the garden are not forgotten. Aster frikartii ‘Monch’ blooms from July to
November, symphyotrichum ericoides ‘Snow Flurry’ provides clouds of daisies into
November and deep violet aster triverius will bloom from October to Christmas, after
which it is time for the snowdrops to return.

Ghislaine Arundale

On Thursday 10 July we have an afternoon outing to Field Farm, Tenbury Wells, further
details and how to book on our website.

On Tuesday 29 July our AGM is followed by Bring and Share Club Supper
7.30pm, Orleton Village Hall

Annual membership £15
www.orletongardeningclub.co.uk.
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THE CURIOUS GARDENER
The Thrill of the Chase

| have a dark secret. | hesitate to share it in such a public way for fear it makes you think
worse of me, but | feel it’s time you knew. | am not the upright, clean-living soul you may
have believed me to be; at night in the summer | become a ruthless killer. What is worse,
| enjoy it.

I wait till it’s completely dark. By this point my other half is snoozing, dreaming innocent
dreams on the sofa. | tiptoe out of the room so as not to disturb him, pick up a torch and
slip outside into the darkness. Then the fun begins. | work my way round the garden,
searching out my prey: slugs and snails.

They come in all shapes and sizes, depending on the plant that they’re destroying. The
bigger, more leathery Hostas seem to attract the largest snails, while my soft, golden-
leafed Hosta is home to the tiniest newborns. | find giant slugs on my Aconitums (last
year in the wet summer | found more than 40 on one plant in a single evening), while the
sweet peas attract baby slugs so small that | can’t see them without my glasses. But
regardless of whether they are fully-grown grandparents or wet-behind-the-ears
hatchlings, all that | find are doomed.

If you don’t want to know the gory details, stop reading now. | grab hold of the offender,
drop it onto a hard surface, lift my foot, and — well, the sound depends on whether it’s a
slug or a snail, but the end result is the same. One fewer mollusc, another plant saved for
one evening at least.

There’s something very calming about spending an hour in this way. The only
disadvantage is the amount of mucus coating my hand by the time I've finished. It’s very
difficult to wash off, but I've discovered that a spoonful of salt rubbed between my
fingers removes the slime very effectively. Since a snail can lay up to 100 eggs at once,
and a slug can produce 500, there’s not much danger of my garden becoming mollusc-
free. Perhaps in a future life the slugs and snails I’ve slaughtered will come back as frogs
or thrushes, hunting molluscs in someone’s garden. | only hope | don’t come back as one

of the slugs. Sue Russell

y a7 Do you need help Staceg Gardner
$e looking after a loved Foot He alth

s Loving Memories ones gI'aVe?
|  GraveCare Foot care in your own home
. I provide complete grave care. Routine appointments include the treatment of;
With over 30 years tending a love QI}e sgrave, I | {oenail care, corns, callus, fungal infections,
know how important it is! cracked heel care, diabetic foot care.

Call or email me to discuss your requirements.

For more information or to book an appointment

Call Nyree—07859 234833 please call:
Email—nyreetaylor56 @hotmail.com 01568 568306 or 07540566871
Find me on sqcial media Registered with the British Association of Foot Health
@loving memories grave care Professionals
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Summer Churchyard Community Clearing

It’s time to strim and clear the churchyard now that
most flowers have seeded. Hopefully also before the
giant hogweed seeds have spread.

JOIN THE COMMUNITY CLEARING EVENT!
Can YOU come? Saturday, 19 July from 2.00pm

Bring strimmers, rakes, wheelbarrows, shears and
YOURSELF!

YARPOLE EDUCATIONAL TRUST

Any young person aged less than 25 years and living in the ancient parish of Yarpole
(Yarpole, Bircher, Bircher Common, Croft, Bicton) may apply to the charitable trust for a
grant.

The trust may assist eligible candidates with fees and costs associated with secondary and
tertiary education as well as with initial professional training. Support can be given towards
a wide variety of needs such as:

* tuition fees

* tools & equipment

* course books & software

* costs towards school/college trips or independent travel of an educational nature.

The trustees meet three or four times a year to consider applications. Applications should
be received three months before the grant is needed, although urgent cases will be
considered.

For further information or to request an application form please contact The Trust Secretary
on 01568 780945 or by email: yarpoletrust@gmail.com.

Ad __, lan Mackay: Electrician
= E":'(_.) Quick response, local and reliable
Victoria Allen Funeral Services No-obligation fixed quotes
8 Charlton Rise, Ludlow, Shropshire o ) )
SY8 1ND Domestic installation and repairs
01584 879035 Landlord & homeowner safety inspections
Email: vafs@btinternet.com Condition reports for house sales
www.vallenfuneralsludlow.co.uk ian.gf mackay@gmail.com cw&
An Independent Family Business G
All Areas Covered, 24 Hour Setvice 07736 302 297 or 07396 578 662
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OAK TREE FU

N

£ .

£

SERVICES

The Only Independent Family Funeral Directors

In Leominster

19 Broad Street, Leominster Tel: 01568 250030

(24 hour service)

Email: oaktreefuneralservicesl(@gmail.com

www.oaktreefuneralservices.co.uk

1 4
s «‘nly A

NEED ANY HELP
WITH SMALL JOBS?

Army Veteran recently retired who
is honest, hard working reliable and
affordable.

Very happy to help with any small
jobs inside and out including
putting up pictures, shelving,
curtains, redecorating, hedge
cutting, mowing lawns etc.

Please contact Simon
on 07846 259549

Building & Renovations

New builds, extensions
& refurbishments

colinbuildi@gmail com

07968 768011 { 01568 612699
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Looking for new flooring?
Why not pop down to J Stokes
Home Flooring, Leominster’s

largest flooring showroom?

Luxurious flooring for all areas of H o M E F Loo R l N c

your home.

Award winning brands
Brintons, Cormar, Karndean...

Carpets/LVT/Sisal/Wood

Showroom Opening Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 09:00-16:00

Saturday 09:00 - 13:00 a
01568 610760 &

Unit 3, Barrington Business Centre, Glendower Road, Leominster, HR6 ORL

THE CARPET
FOUNDATION
pe==——————s

Looking for a better nights sleep?

Why not pop down to The bed
room, Leominster’s largest bed
showroom?

Beds for all types of sleepers
human and canine.

Award winning brands
Silentnight & Rest Assured

Mattresses/Headboards/Bases

Showroom Opening Hours:

B
Tuesday - Friday 09:00-16:00 \ ,;ﬁ)\
entmght

\
Saturday 09:00 - 13:00 SW
01568 610760

Unit 3, Barrington Business Centre, Glendower Road, Leominster, HR6 ORL
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It’s not just me

Relaxing outside with friends one warm summer evening — a gentle sun taking its slow
farewell, bottles of pink wine half empty (or half full if you’re one of those), nibbles
nibbled appreciatively — it naturally didn’t take long for idle conversation to turn to
domestic issues.

“His desk is such a mess!” Val explained to the others, who had hitherto expressed no
interest whatsoever in the state of it, but who obviously needed to be apprised of its
principal shortcoming. In any case this was hardly news since the desk had been so for
quite some time.

“Yes, but | know where to find something if | need it,” was my stab at defence. | didn’t
want anyone to think the desk had got that way by accident. If something arrived on it
two years ago, | knew roughly how far down which pile it could be found. Besides, tidying
everything up would take forever, and decisions would have to be made about where to
put different items, and then something else would have to be moved to make room for
it, and so on until it all became just a different kind of mess: one that looked better
organised but, since items had not been arranged chronologically as before — or indeed
alphabetically or in any other way — would be effectively unretrievable. Lost, in other
words. Forgive me, but why would | want to do that?

And, | added, striking before the hot iron was snatched away, if we didn’t spend so much
time shopping, | would be able to devote more of it to the noble pursuit of making
books, papers, magazines, lists and bills look as if somebody cared for them. A firm look
reminded me that spending time buying food and clothing, and walking for a daily
newspaper, was never wasted.

“Yes, mine’s like that too,” chipped in another, as if this were a common failing among
the male fraternity, not pausing to think that if it was indeed common then there might
be a reason for it. But before any reason could be brought to bear, the state of my socks
was brought forward for discussion. Why people make socks that get holes in so easily |
can only assume is because they can then sell me another pair quickly. If they didn’t
wear out, the sock-producing community would pretty soon go out of business. So, are
my feet to blame? | don’t think so.

“And why is it that, whenever he puts on a clean white shirt, the first thing he does is get
tomato sauce all down his front?” | could be forgiven for wondering if | was being got at
with laser-guided nagging, but in fact | was quite cheered because this was said by one of
the other merry participants of her other half. And when Val nodded vigorously in
agreement, | was still chipper because at least it meant | wasn’t alone in this
transgression. A pattern was emerging.

If an evening’s pleasant entertainment with friends over a few bottles of wine is anything
to go by, a wife’s selfless duty (one of so many) is to identify — and share — a husband’s
limitations, a service for which we are of course supremely grateful. Maybe next time we
can return the favour.

Jim Ainsworth
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)

CIliff Price

o
\

TV Aerials, Satellites and Digital Installed
TV and Cameras Installed
FreeView and FreeSat Installed
Sky HD Systems & DAB Aerials
Multiroom Systems
Free Quotations

Tel: 01544 388647

)

Freesat

Mob: 07971 534080

cpaerials@btinternet.com

3

Freeview

LEOMINSTER OSTEOPATHS & THERAPIES CLINIC £5

75
&

V Long-standing Expertise in Pain

 Find Out How Osteopathy Can

Relieve Pain
Restore Health

& Injury Relief Since 1989

Help Your Symptoms with a
FREE Consultation. Call Now

Hearing Care
Clinic
V' FREE Hearing Assessments:
Maintain Your Ear Health
 Gold Standard Ear Wax Removal

V/ FREE Ear Wax Checks: Examine,
Diagnose & Get Expert Advice

Holistic Massage
Treatments

v/ Bespoke Massages: Relieve
Aches, Pains, Stress & Relax

V' Deep Tissue, Hot Stones,
Pregnancy Massages & More

Vv 1-2-1 Baby Massage Classes

/' Registered Nutritionist

V/ FREE Nutrition Consultations

Nutritional
Therapy

Specialising in Digestive,
Hormonal & Blood Sugar Issues,
Weight Management and More
v/ Lab Testing Available

Foot Health
Clinic

V/ Experience Relief with Foot
Treatments, Provided by
Experienced and Dedicated
Foot Health Experts

V/ Expert Diabetic Foot Care

V' FREE Foot Examinations

Spinal
Decompression
(IDD) Therapy

V' Unlock Relief: Targeted
Treatment for Persistent
Sciatica, Back, Neck & Leg Pain

/' Book Your FREE IDD Therapy
Consultation Today

05 LEOMINSTER OSTEOPATHS
) §° & THERAPIES

TALKTO US
01568 610610
enquiries@leominsterost

www.osteopathicclinic.co.uk

eopaths.co.uk
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H.W.S. PEST CONTROL %\q

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED AND LICENSED

* RATS * MICE

* WASPS * HORNETS

* BEES * FLEAS

* FLIES * CLOTHES MOTHS
* MOLES * WOODWORM

TELEPHONE: 01544 231509 / 07818 034301
EMAIL: ardy-hwspest@hotmail.co.uk

r

& NPTA |
for todsy's tochnician " PROMPT
Verified

laas'tinl | | L ANDYMEN &t 199
== W 0

WINDOW CLEANING - Traditional or Water-fed pole system
HOME & GARDEN MAINTENANCE <
GUTTERS & FASCIAS ;‘\L.;
PAINTING — h -

DECORATING

r— 14
TILING W m 120

HEDGECUTTING & MOWING

Call Andy: 07855 813303 or Mark: 07825 854990
andymen1999@gmail.com
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Crib Festival
Friday 28 November to Sunday 30 November 2025

Ok, so it may seem a little early to be thinking Christmas, but forward planning is the key.

25 years ago, St. Leonard’s held a Crib Festival, and it seems like a good idea to repeat it.
For three days, the church will be host to as many Marys, Josephs and baby Jesus as we
can fit in. Kings, shepherds and sheep, oxen and angels will also be very welcome, and
maybe the odd camel or two.

So, do you have a crib set, a nativity scene or your own set of the Holy family that you
would be prepared to loan us?

We would like to display as many different sets as possible, to fill the church with a joyful
array of figures, lit gently with fairy lights. Do you have any battery sets of lights we
could borrow?

Planning permission for the stables will not be necessary; however we will need to know
two things:

- The number of families who would like to participate

- The space that they will take up
On the afternoon of Sunday 30 November, we will have an Advent and Christingle service
combined.

To register your interest, or for more information, please contact
Sue Smith 01568 780408
whiteowlbarn@gmail.com
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Thanks to Anne Pitts for these photos of
the art exhibition in St. Leonard’s church.

The trailing ivy sculpture is the work of
children from Luston Primary School.

The pictures are all the work of children
at Kingsland school.




Croft with Yarpole and Lucton

Parish Church Services for July and August 2025

Date Service Church Time
JuLy
Wednesday 2 July |Be Still Yarpole 17:30

Group Service: William’'s first )
Sunday 6 July administration of Communion Yarpole 10:30
Monday 7 July Café Church Yarpole 19:30
Sunday13 July Holy Communion Yarpole 9:30

Holy Communion — Book of Common

Y I 8:30

Sunday 20 July Prayer arpo’e

Celtic Evening Prayer Yarpole 16:30
Monday 21 July Yarpole 19:30
Sunday 27 July Non-Liturgical service Yarpole 10:30
AUGUST
Sunday 3 August glc_:alx ;ommunlon Book of Common Croft 9:30
Monday 4 August | Café Church Yarpole 19:30
Wednesday 6 August |Be Still Yarpole 17:30
Sunday 10 August |Holy Communion Yarpole 9:30

Holy Communion — Book of Common

Yarpole 8:30

Sunday 17 August Prayer P

Celtic Evening Prayer Yarpole 16:30
Monday 18 August Café Church Yarpole 19:30
Sunday 24 August |Non-Liturgical service Yarpole 10:30
Sunday 31 August | Group Service Tbc 10:30

Anyone wishing 1o contact a priest please phone or email:
Rev. Marthew Bums on 01568 614399, teamvicarwestii/eominsierteam.org.uk

To book a funeral, interment, wedding or baptism and for other information please phone: Priory Office

01568 612124
Monday to Friday 9:30— 1:00

Churchwarden: Jane Higgins (01568 708390)

Old St Peter’s Church
Lucton

St. Leonard’s Church
Yarpole
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St Michael
& All Angels Church
Croft Castle




