


- Living History.
NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2006.

On Thursday 315t August 2006 there was a serious fire in the heart of
Yarpole which made front page news of the Hereford Times.

The row of three 400 . .~
year old cottages on =
the south-west
corner of the Square B
was badly affected.
The fire is thought to |
have started in the =
middle cottage and

spread through the Failies CO

roof spaces into the

cottages on either hOm e t 0 aShes

side.

(photos by Sue Brookes)

Although the extent of the damage is considerable, we understand that
these three 400 year old cottages can and will be restored.

Following up on the report in the Parish Newsletter on the survey on bats
in the Fishpool Valley, we understand that there have been other surveys
on the wildlife in the Valley and we hope to publish these as and when
they become available.




The Village Fete: There was
a lot of interest in all the
displays, but a particularly
strong interest in the W.I.
photographs of the |
presentation of the seat in
1977, with most of the
members identified by the
end of the afternoon.
We intend to follow up the !
history of the W.I. and are
now actively on the look-out
for any further photographs o = &
and relevant information. '

We are also looking for further information about shops and chapels in the area, and
would like to embark on house histories for as many as possible of the properties in
the parish.

Following on from our recording of the gravestones in the churchyard, we are going to
try to record the older tombstones in the burial ground on Saturday October 14th at
10.00 a.m. It should be a bit easier than the graveyard as most of the stones are
legible! Please let Rhianon (780677)or Ron (780770) know if you can come.

You will remember the first visit, | i s
two or three years ago, of the ‘Straw : S
Bale People’.

Well, they recently returned to the
' Parish, appropriately attired, to
attend a wedding.

Our thanks and best wishes to Julie and Gareth for giving us reason to smile.

The next meeting of the Group will be on November 7t at 8,00 at The Bell.
This will be our A.G.M. so please make an effort to attend.




The Church of St.Leonard Living History

The Story of St.Leonard:

St Leonard (AD 485-559) is believed to have been
of noble birth, brought up at the court of King
Clovis, a Frankish Chieftain who went on to
conquer all of what is now known as Northern
France.

)
Lo\

In 496 Clovis, who was a pagan and whose
kingdom extended down to the Loire, embarked
on a campaign against the Alamanni of the Middle
Rhine, but suffered a reversal and was facing
defeat when, after praying to the Christian God of
his wife, he ultimately triumphed and in gratitude
sought conversion; and so it was that in 498
St.Leonard, at the age of 13 years, was baptised
with King Clovis and 3,000 of Clovis’ warriors, by
St Remigius, Archbishop of Rheims. Tradition has
it that St Leonard immediately decided to follow a
religious life.
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In 507, at the age of 22 years, after the battle of Vouille, near Poitiers,
when Clovis defeated the Visigoths, St.Leonard was given permission by
Clovis to release any prisoner, including prisoners-of-war, whom he
considered was being improperly imprisoned. As a reward for his good
work he was offered an archbishopric; but this he refused, preferring to
join a monastic group near Orleans.

Some time later, the story continues, while Clovis was hunting nearby,
Clothilde his wife went into labour; St.Leonard prayed with them through
the night and, following the safe delivery of their daughter, also Clothilde,
Clovis offered him as much land as he could ride around in one day on a
donkey. St Leonard used the land to establish a monastery at Noblat
near Limoges, where he became Abbot.

“The reputation of his sanctity and miracles spread very wide, he
was most remarkable for his charity toward captives and
prisoners, and he laid himself out with unwearied zeal in affording
them both corporeal and spiritual help and comfort, and he
obtained of the governors the liberty of many. This was also the
favourite object of his charity after he had discovered himself to the
world at Noblat, and began to make frequent excursions to preach
and instruct the people in the surrounding country. It is related

that some were miraculously delivered from their chains by his



prayers, and that the king, out of respect for his eminent sanctity,
granted him a special privilege of sometimes setting prisoners at
liberty;, which about that time was frequently allowed to certain
holy bishops and others. But the saint’s chief aim and endeavours
in this charitable employment were to bring malefactors and all
persons who fell under this affliction to a true sense of the enormity
of their sins, and to a sincere spirit of compunction and penance,
and a perfect reformation of their lives.”

Composed some time after his death.

In old age he retreated to the surrounding forest and lived as a hermit. He
died in 559 on the 6% November, now recognized as his Feast Day.

St.Leonard’s reputation gained prominence following the exploits of
Bohemund, a heroic son of a Norman Duke, who joined the First Crusade
in 1095 and, after a successful campaign, captured and retained Antioch
(now Antakya in South East Turkey). From here, in 1099, the crusading
army marched south to Jerusalem. Ultimately, after many of the
crusaders had left for home, Bohemund was captured by the Turks and
held in chains for many months. On his release in 1103, which he
attributed to his prayers to St.Leonard, he immediately went on a
pilgrimage to Noblat.

Noblat soon became a place of pilgrimage for other freed captives
including Richard Coeur de Lion, and a stop on the Limoges route (one of
four main ways through France) for pilgrims to the shrine of St James the
Apostle (Santiago) at Campostela in north-west Spain.

In England St Leonard’s fame spread quickly - as Bohemund’s story was
told to fellow Normans, who as the new lords of the manors were on the
lookout for appropriate Saints to whom they could
dedicate their new stone churches.

In Herefordshire there are two other churches
dedicated to St.Leonard, and altogether some further
168 in the rest of England.

Patron Saint of prisoners (he is usually depicted with
prison chains), pregnant women, country dwellers and
horses, as well as blacksmiths, coopers, locksmiths,
coppersmiths, grocers, coal miners and porters.

“St.Leonard frees the prisoners and teaches them the way of virtue.”

Compiled by lan Mortimer (2006)



War Memorials: LIVING HISTORY

Yarpole /Bircher War Memorial:

Since the inception of Living History newsletters, we have produced a
number of stories about individuals. This article is about all the names on
the War Memorial. For those of you who don’t know, the War Memorial is
situated on the corner of Welshman’s Lane and the B4362. It remembers
the dead from both World Wars. There is a commemorative plaque in St.
Leonard’s Church, Yarpole, listing all the names and their regiments.

In December 2005, at an event in St. Leonard’s Church, we were
approached by the Rev. Henry McKinley, who asked if we could produce a
list of all the Christiart names to be read out on Remembrance Day. He
had previously had a list, researched by Harley Dance, but it had been
mislaid.

Obviously we knew some of the names from our own researches, e.g.
monumental inscription recording, and the previous articles. I used the
power of the internet to check up on the information on the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission’s Debt of Honour website. This
produced a comprehensive, but not complete list. It included information
about the next of kin, and the date of death and where they are buried or
commemorated. I finished up with 4 Christian names missing.

At this point, I sent the list to Henry, who kindly published an
acknowledgement in the parish newsletter. This soon stimulated an
exchange of correspondence with Caroline Compton of Croft Castle. She
has been very concerned about the state of the War Memorial, and has
paid for some repairs and painting work. She, like Henry, was very keen
to have a complete list of the names. After I had sent her the list, she
wrote back filling in one of the gaps — Stanley Cross, who is related to
Audrey Brooks of this parish, and whose father was a gardener at the
castle. Caroline also highlighted an anomaly between the War Memorial
itself and the plaque in the Church concerning Sgt. P. Chamberlain. He is
P for Percy, not C as printed on the plaque.

I was able to fill in the gaps by an hour’s research at Hereford Record
Office, where they have the First World War Death registers on microfiche.
Thus Henry, Caroline and Yarpole Living History Group all now have a
comprehensive list of names — unless of course you know better!

The full list with additional detail is attached.

Compiled by John Gunson (2006)



woyusjiayd ‘4881g

ubiH 890y o ybnoo
auIsDLWoY] AIDw

wnibjeg ‘ejagauucy 10 pupgsny ‘ybnoo Juawibay
‘[oUOWaW JoD BUAL | /161 SNBNY pugg | PIOMPT INYUY 10 UOS alysyiag HONOD piomp3 "sid
lasulLuoaT "'uojsia
‘100 Auung Jo ybnoo
YDUUDH aupf Jo
pupdgsny ‘|ood uoioig
[e]F[e]UVEIRY] jo ybnos) supr @ uawibay
(oo uwaw) seidp | /161 4SNBNY wS |  PIOMPT INYHY JO UOoS UsiesM upl | HONOD AlusH INYHY “aid
JETHVINE=Y
PIDAY2INYD 8lél | 'PDLOY YHON 8 Jo 8jpQ
(SUIDS 1Y) SIHLM 18qUIBAON 8 $82UDY "SIW JO UOS AR 3TvQ sioupyd "|dD
UoLWILIOD)
layolig Jo s501D) Juawnbay
[oLOWaW pisog 0zé1 AInr woz UDI|| *8 UYOr JO Uos | I9jsayoupy SSO¥D 1 Asjupis 1dD /1
22uDy4
‘SID|IDD) 8P SDJ ‘SNOAD,T
-Binogayoiy ‘Alsewian ‘sisaubug
AIDJIIIW }8IN0] 87 | G141 AIDNUDS y| | IDAOY | LI3TI0D "L seupyD Jeddos
Alalawa)) IDm 6161 si@aulbug
(8409 ypoN] prpybog 1800400 puZ? IDACY | NIVIdZEWVHD Adlad "1BS
22UDy sIDpD ap sod
'boeqoy ‘Alsjawan) ysiug layog jo sjoolig
POy boaqoy-jubuUsA IS |  8l41 ISNBNY pug | YDUUDH g UYOT JO UoS TTSA | SHOOE ublinr sawor "aid
wnibjag ‘2|
ID3U ‘|puowaw paajsbaold gLl uadY yi| TTEH 3733449 JouUspoy "aid
20Upld 'swWwos
IDBU 'U0DND4-SI)|IA alodip ) jo aaiBusg
‘Aislawia)] A9||DA BN IS | 8L6L UDIDW (T "V SSIW JO 1ayjoig TR 3339N3g ebioss) "8ld
anel paiq Awey wawibay awep




Anueyuy a7 anysdoayg s Fury ayy 10§ spuess TSN

juswibay
S|UDYLION NOSNIYTIM ALDH “8}d
92UDI4 ajodioj
‘Busly ‘sllojuowa||IA JO UOSURIIM “M'T juswibay
‘Alsjawia) ysijg suedoy 8L&L AINT wPZ | "SIW 8 "d'M "IN JO uos PIojIsH | NOSNINTIM Ub|ly 128D "8id
FETVITS|
‘BUDT S, UDWYs|am
82UDI4 ‘IDIgQWDD) IDau Z161 JO UosuUljwo|
‘Aspawia) ysyug Jnodaqly | 19qUIBAON y0g Uuy Jo puogsny M NOSNITWOL 320r "8id
TSN 3D18d 11I855nY "H "8}
TSN | 3DlAd SBwDf saunyD "ald
wnibjeg ‘lo1soyd 8lél
IDBN ‘Alsjawa)) sa|9ss0D) | JeqUIBAON y0E TS SIHONId iseuig "aid
layoug
‘w4 aypbyooD
SDUDMY ‘m_D__UU_ ap 10 sayould uuy sialaplog :
S04 ‘Alsjawa) ysijug unoD | L1461 AIDnupr woE | Ay g 961089 Jo uos | S8IDM YOS SIHONId ydsesor ‘|dD
"SI0 (90 ¥IINFIT( VALIFTNP] w)
S2UDI{ ‘BLUWOS 'Alajawan) uNg) aulyoDW MeLDFYYoe 3F5 - Flap
AW xnauuojaig-siBjiiA | 8L&L $SNBNY | | uRIPPUDD SNINY3d WolIM "8id
|oUOWBW Slé6l lley2uw Ayjoioqg 2
(8jpg uluaw) sexd) | JBQUISAON b7 | HOGOY BjD| BU) JO UOS 1IN TIAHDLUW {s8uig "aid
(PIoN] @2upid ‘[pioN) S3IAVA
uolsuaxg Alsiauwisd) TIATN HeqlaH jesiauwos
[PUNWIWOD |najjiog G161 ADW uG| SI90UDT b Heqy woljip jdod
82UDIl ‘SID|DD) 8p sbd 9141
"|'ON Algjswa) ppoy auss | J8qWISAON yEl T8 SIWVI ydasor ‘aid
ajodip A
[DUOLIBW ‘asNoHY sdays Jo Spipnsy
(8109 UlusW) seudA | ¥161 1200 sIE | SYIIIO YoIDS Jo uos | uooBpIqg y9 SHLIH4I¥S sepoyD "|dD




MO|SUNOH
1O AQuUny UOLIDW

aouDM ‘Usp) Inau JO pupgsny ‘Aguunyy AdwWnw
‘Alsjawal) Jop ajauDy preL SuUNr g/ | AIDW g SBPUDYD JO UOS | Aug|ipy (DAY AsupiS piouoa *16g
DWW SAIAYA 1UATA
[oUOWaW ucoBupy Zré1 YoUDW 9 SIDSSNH YoAlsaall Wi Tow
Dﬂ_CU;_EDU
SADID BSDD HoID | ¥4 L ISnBny yS| L "ON | 18 "IHO8D SIWVT IS "jdpD
l¥él
Apnigad /g
PUup OFé| ADW
Algjawia] wsyinos 9| WOl Usamiaq Aallpy [DACY | NIVINIEWYHD U!mt__g g
GV6l-6E61
anels) paig Alwe juswibay awen



